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Our front page story this month highlights the narrow- 
minded pettiness of the administrators of our game here in 
Queensland. Because of his association with this 
publication, a member of the press was denied his media 
pass for the Oceania soccer tournament held at Suncorp 
Stadium recently. The Q.S.F. media-liaison officer, Morris 
McGiffin, has once again showed that he cares more about 
personal vendettas than the promotion of our sport. 


An event that attracted firstly 900 spectators and then a 
paltry 400 for the first two rounds of games should have 
been crying out for support from the Brisbane public. But 
what happened instead ? A lack of publicity and proper 
marketing techniques has rightly shown Queensland 
football to be the laughing stock that it has become in 
recent times. These statistics will only strengthen the 
argument in Sydney and Melbourne that intemational 
football is wasted in Brisbane. 


But the blame cannot stop at Perry Park. Both Soccer 
Australia and the Oceania Soccer Federation should be 
held responsible for letting this man have the final say on 
who can or cannot have access to media facilities. 


In an era when our game needs as many friends as it can, 
one has to question the dedication that our administrators 
have to the promoting of soccer in Queensland. This 
magazine is sick and tired of repeating the same old story, 
but when are we going to get serious about this game ? 


This N.S.L. season there is no official Strikers supporters 
club, so we are in the process of putting one together. Our 
first function is a Quiz Night on Friday, 30" October at the 
Centreline Club (see page 12) for details. We hope that you 
will come along and support it. 


On a more positive note, the Strikers kick off their 1998/ 
99 campaign this weekend, with the visit of Marconi 
Fairfield to Suncorp. Marconi will be coached by ex- 
Striker and local legend Frank Farina. Although we’d all 
love to see Frank playing or coaching our team, instead of 
coaching the opposition, we should still give him a warm 
Queensland reception when he appears on Saturday night. 
Good luck to the Strikers this coming season from all at 
TFP! 
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STRIKERS ALL FIRED-UP 


by Bonnie Mersiades 


Despite the low-key lead-up to the new Ericsson , + 
Cup season by the Brisbane Strikers, the 
players have been getting on with the job. 


Desperate to forget the disappointment 
of last season’s on-field performances, — 
and management’s apparent inertia for most 
of the off-season, the squad is enjoying the 
change of pace in training under coach, John 
Kosmina. 


The players believe they’re fitter, and mentally tougher, 
than this time last year (something with which last 
season would have helped them). In fact, former coach, 
Frank Farina, states in his recently released book, Afy 
world is round, that one of the most critical factors of 
being successful in football - particularly in the 
prestigious European leagues where he experienced 
playing success - is mental toughness. 


Many players are prepared to acknowledge they took 
things too easily after the fantastic and unexpected 
success of the 1996-97 season, and did not have the 
saine intensity or - as some would put it - “hunger” in 
1997-98. 


Someone who isn’t suffering from lack of intensity this 
season is veteran Nick Meredith. 


Crowd favourite “Nicky”, who is 31 in December, put 
in a lot of hard yards on the running track and in the 
gym in the off-season, and was a regular at various “fun 
runs’ around Brisbane, Realising that he has only a 
few seasons left at the national league level, and a new 
coach to impress, he is putting in extra at training this 


season. Meredith’s fitness and attitude are paying off 


Disclaimer 
The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, there- 
fore, are those of the individual contributors, and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Editor - but frequently 
ido ! 

We accept any articles and letters as long as they are 
accompanied by a name and address and do not con- 
tain foul or abusive language. 


of the pre-season. He broke his wrist 
* in the recent practice match against 
Taringa at Maroochydore (after he 
scored the winning goal!) and is stil] 
soldiering-on. 


Meredith is a player who attracts attention from other 
clubs also. While I understand firm offers were not 
made, both Marconi and Sydney Olympic were 
reportedly interested in his services for 1998-99. 


Other Strikers’ players can be expected to be watched 
by rival clubs also, with several likely to be out of 
contract at the end of the season. Matt Bell, Sean 
Cranney, Andy Harper, Jeromy Harris, Chay Hews, 
Wayne Knipe, Stephen Laybutt, Andrew Packer, 
Craig Williams, New Zealand international, Chris 
Zoricich, and Socceroo, Kasey Welirman, all have 
contracts which expire in May 1999. 


Welirman, in particular, who is widely rated as one 
of the best talents around, may be the subject of an 
all-out bidding war as clubs try to tie him up ahead 
of the Sydney 2000 Olympics where he will be the 
focus of attention from talent scouts around the 
globe. 


In the meantime, it’s all boots to the ball as the new 
season gets underway. 


Pre-season training for the Strikers has included a 
team-building and survival skills camp run by former 
SAS officers at Samford, a number of games 
including a victory against the Socceroos courtesy 
of an Andy Harper goal, and ‘rest days’ for alternative 
forms of team-building! In the final two weeks 
leading up to the opening game against Farina’s Club 
Marconi on 10 October, Kosmina has the squad 
training twice a day two times a week. 


As well as Meredith and Harper, the team has several 
experienced campaigners in Williams, Zoricich, 


Continued on page 5 
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[KOS818, HOW ARE you 
GETTING ON WiTH 


"BOARD ? 


Strikers all fired-up - continued from page 4 
‘keeper Clint Bolton, Cranney and captain Glenn Gwynne; 
several who can boast solid experience in Harris, Hews, 
Wehrman, Laybutt, Bell, Knipe, and Tollenaere; those with 
a few games in Packer and Brownlie; NSL newcomers in 
Brisbane City ‘keeper, Danny Duke, and Rochedale Rovers 
striker, Glen Kolpak; plus youngsters Wayne Srhoj, Jade 
North and Aaron Thiesfield. 


All-up, the squad has experience, youth and a touch or two 
of outstanding talent in Wehrman and potentially Srhoj and 
North. 

With games against competition favourites, Marconi, cashed- 
up Sydney Olympic, home ground nemesis of the last two 
seasons, Perth Glory, and 1998 Grand Finalists, Carlton, in 
the first four weeks of the season, the Strikers and their 
supporters will be able to gauge their performances against 
quality opposition. 


Let’s hope we see them at the head of the Ericsson Cup ladder 
with 12 points on the board! 


MEETINGS Ar THE 
RETIREMENT. Home, 
Siz, 


d 
An 


Strikers pre-season 
matches 


Strikers 2 Brisbane City 0 
Strikers 1 Taringa Rovers 0 
Strikers 1 Socceroos 0 
Strikers 4 Toowoomba 0 
Strikers 0 Marconi 2 
Strikers 3 Brisbane City 0 
Strikers 3 Bundaberg Waves 0 
Strikers 5 Hervey Bay/ 
Maryborough 0 


Check out Cameron Atfields 
internet web site for all the latest 
Strikers news 
http://members.xoom.com/ 
strikersfc/news.htm 


The Farr Post 


6 The Most Powerful Man in Oceania Soccer 
by Paul Harle 


For our front cover, this month we had hoped to bring you a photo from the Oceania Football Confed- 
eration Nations Cup, underway in Brisbane at time of going to print. Unfortunately that hasnt proved 
possible. The TFP photographer applied for media accreditation as a freelance, but this was refused. 
Why? That depends who you ask. The QSF point the finger at OFC; OFC point it straight back at the 
OSE. So, instead, here's a photo of the man who prevented us from obtaining our cover shot... "Morris 
McGiffin, come on down !I1{" ; 


Earlier this month I applied to the p=aes= 
Queensland Soccer Federation for 
media accreditation to attend the | 7 FORO 
Oceania Soccer Confederation Na- |) = 
tions Cup games at Suncorp Sta- |“ 
dium. As the local soccer govern- 
ing body, they were handling media 
applications on behalf of OFC, who 
were actually running the show. Or 
so I thought. 


In Thursdays copy of The 

Australian Raul Blanco was 

having a whinge (and rightly so) 

about the poor spectator turn-out 

at Suncorp for the Oceania 

Nations Cup. The picture on the 

page above was the only promo- 

tional material that we saw in the 

lead up to the competition - even after it had 

started. So below we have listed ten things that the 

various federations could have done to promote it 

a bit better. 

1. Told us which countries would be taking part. 

2. Issued free tickets to kids 

3. Told us what days the games would be played 
on, and at what times. 

4. Told us the draw for the competition - ie who 
would be playing whom, and when. 

5. Made the ticket prices a bit cheaper - or even 
free ! 

6. Sent out media releases to all interested 

parties (TFP didn’t get one) 

Issued a few more media passes than they did 

Held it whilst the schools were not on holiday 

Got the Strikers in attendance to sign 

autographs etc. (this could have worked to 

their advantage too) 

10. Not let Morris McGiffin organise it ! 


| Asis their wont, they did not re- 
ply, so as the first games ap- 
proached, I telephoned to check 
the progress of my application, 
Their Media Relations Officer, 
Mr. Morris McGiffin, advised that 
it had been refused. When I asked 
why, he advised it was because | 
was a freelance, and OFC policy 
was only to admit mainstream me- 
dia. 


So I contacted OFC in Auckland, 
who told me this was not the case, 
They were keen to have as much 
media attendance and coverage as 
possible. The lady I spoke to there 
said she would look into the mat- 
ter and try to help. 


Two days later, on the morning of the first games, | 
had heard nothing more, so I tried to contact OFC 
staff at their hotel in Brisbane. Getting nowhere, 
and with kick-off time approaching, I visited the 
hotel, and was able to speak to the same lady, by 
phone, from the lobby of the Sheraton. She admit- 
ted there had been “problems” with my application, 
and unfortunately I would not be receiving accredi- 
tation. I pressed her for a reason, and suggested it 
may be because we had been “rocking the boat”. 
Her reply was that basically, yes, that was correct. 


She suggested I spoke to another lady, who was ul- 
timately responsible for media accreditation or oth- 
erwise within OFC. She advised that the decision 
had been made by Mr. McGiffin at the QSF, and it 
was out of her hands. Completely contrary, of course, 
to what he himself had told me only two days previ- 


een 
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ously. However she, too, promised to take the mat- 
ier up on my behalf, and see what she could do. 


That ruled out Friday night, and I spent the week 
end spitting chips. Around lunch time on Monday, 
the second lady I had spoken to at OFC called me 
back, only to confirm what I had already been told. 
| would not be receiving media accreditation, at the 
say so of the QSF. 


So TFP is now persona non grata in the eyes of the 
OFC, as well as the QSF. We must be doing some- 
thing right! Below we have printed a fax sent to the 
OFC, with copies to Soccer Australia and FIFA. 
This, of course, will serve no useful or practical 
purpose, but at least lets me get it off my chest, let 
off some steam, and saves me from taking it out on 
the dog. | 


Dear sir, 


I wish to protest in the strongest possible terms 
that my application for media accreditation for 
the Oceania Football Confederation Nations 
Cup games has been refused. 


| applied for accreditation as a freelance pho- 
tographer last week, via the Queensland Soc- 
cer Federation Media Liaison Officer, Mr. Mor- 
ris McGiffin. I hold a current Australian News 
Syndicate media pass as a freelance photogra- 
pher. In the past I have had photos and illus- 
trated articles published by Australian and Brit- 
ish Soccer Weekly and Eye on Soccer (the OSF 
official magazine), and photos in Soccer Inter- 
national. Currently I am photographer and as- 
sistant editor of The Farr Post, a monthly local 


Janzine published here in Brisbane by Sports 


Print. 


LE ROVERS RAD 
FM 101 - Saturday 9.30 am 


Join Kieran Cooper every Saturday morning 
on FM One-O-One for all the latest on the 
local and international soccer scene. 


I learned on Wednesday from Mr. McGiffin that 
my application had been refused, because I 
was operating as a freelance, and it was OFC 
policy only to admit mainstream media. On 
taking this up with the OFC, I was told that 
this was not the case, and they were keen to 
encourage as much media attendance and cov- 
erage as possible. The employee I spoke to said 
she would look into my application, and try to 
assist me in obtaining accreditation. 


Today I found out that accreditation has still 
not been granted. I have been unable to as- 
certain a definitive reason for this. However, I 
was told by OFC employees that the final de- 
cision rests with Mr. McGiffin. This, of course, 

was contrary to what he told me on Wednes- 

day. 

The only conclusion I can logically come to is 

that I have been refused accreditation due to 

my association with The Farr Post/Sports 

Print, which has frequently been critical of 
OSF policies and decisions. If this is so, Lfind 
this attitude petty in the extreme. I also find it 
strange that an administrator of an Austral- 

ian state federation can have the final say over 
media attendance at an Oceania Football 
Confederation organised (and hence FIFA 

approved) competition. Stranger still that me- 

dia presence should be discouraged, when the 

game in this part of the world requires all the 

media interest and publicity it can get. 


In conclusion, I would like to again register 
my extreme disappointment at not being 
granted media accreditation for this event. 
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Tell us about your early days-where did you grow up, 
and where did you first start playing football? 

I first started playing football in England-I’m from Rochdale 
in Lancashire originally, close to Manchester-and obviously, 
being brought up in that area, football is in the blood from 
the start. We moved to Australia when I was eleven years 
old, and by then it had already taken a grip. I knew what I 
wanted to do in life, so it was just a continuation here, to 
keep playing. I joined St. Helen’s as a junior, in Ipswich, 
until I was fourteen, and played in a few of the Rep sides. 
Then I was asked to come to Brisbane Lions at fifteen, and 
the following year, 1977 I think, the then PSL (Phillips 
Soccer League, now NSL-Ed.)started. | was fortunate 
enough to get a couple of games as a sixteen-year-old in 
the first season , which was a tremendous experience. 

So you obviously came over with your parents; was your 
dad a footballer? 

Yes, he was. Probably like most kids, it was my parents 
who pushed me along. They took me everywhere, to train- 
ing and so on, so I owe them a lot. They played a big part 
early on. 

You said St. Helen’s juniors were your first club, were 
you living in Ipswich at that time? 

Yes, when we emigrated, my father was a motor mechanic, 
so he had a trade to come to. We got a council house in 
Riverview, and that’s where we grew up. It was nothing 
posh, but we had some good times there. 

And then at fifteen, you were asked to go to Lions? 
Yes, Lions knew of me then. Actually at the time, there was 
a guy down at Dinmore Bushrats, and he was offering me 
$10 a week to go and play for them, so I could have taken 
another path. So anybody who knows Willie Bognuda -I’m 
glad I never met him again (laughing), But yes, I was asked 
to go to Lions, they were in the process of getting ready for 
the PSL, and Les Scheinflug was there. In the early days, 
Les had a big influence on me with his professionalism. | 
was very impressed, and from then on I knew I wanted to 
be a soccer player. 

Was it always your ambition to play in the first team- 
was it made plain to you that that was where everyone 
was heading? 


Footballer 


John Ogden first came to prominance within these pages, when he admitted to supporting Burnley as 
a child. His disillusionment has continued into later life, still following The (not so) mighty Clarets. 
TFP went to tell him that the Turf Moor glory days have long since disappeared, and to chat to him 
about football in Queensland, in the not-too-distant past, present, and exciting (?) future. 


in another life 


you knew were going to progress to the first team, they weren' 
players who were just going to hang around and then disappeq 
from the scene, and that had always been my intention too. My 
attitude to the game then was 100% geared to playing socce 
and being in the first team. 

And it was a professional set-up? 

In those days it was, Lions were very professionally run. The 
money was probably there as well, they had very good spon. 
sors, so they were well set up in those days. 

You mentioned Les Scheinflug; who were some of the other 
people you met at Lions at the time? 

Well, obviously there were quite a lot, as I ended up being there 
for fifteen years, including eleven in the NSL. In the early days, 
people like Col Bennett, Jim Hermiston, Paul Ontong, Alay 
Niven, Nigel Lowndes, Eddie Spearritt, it goes on and on. Li- 
ons in those days, and Brisbane City, both had very competi- 
tive teams. They were importing players from overseas and the 
squads were very strong. For the local players to keep their 
positions, they really had to work very hard. 

The games that you played against City, do you remember 
some of those? 

During my time, we always seemed to do well against City, 
They were the big “derbies”, with good crowds, and in those 
days, they were passionate events. They still are today, but 
they’ve probably lost a little bit from back then. We played ii) 
the first few years at Perry Park, and we'd have 5-6,000 people 
to a game. 

Was that something that you had dreamed about? 


Well, yes-football is a game that’s based around entertaining 


spectators, and spectators can make a game.If there’s atmo- 
sphere, even a bad game can seem good. And although 5,000 
people is not a lot in world terms, if you get them close to a 
ground, and surrounding the park, you get a great atmosphere, 
and it’s what players aspire to. 

We've talked to people like Frank Pimblett and Peter Tokesi 
from the City side of the time-you must have come up against 
them a few times? 

Yes, many, many times. Peter was as hard as nails, a very tough 
footballer. But City had a very, very good side, with the likes of 
Bobby Hamilton in the midfield with Frank and Echeverria and 
guys like that, they were just an awesome side. And if you com 


Yes, at that time they had a very good youth team, Craig} pare that side to any that’s running around in the National 
Low, Tom McGregor and Graeme Wilson were all involved] League, if you could take them out of that era and put them into 
in the team, and we were fortunate in that era that we went,| today’s, I still think nobody could touch them. They were sur 
I think, for two years unbeaten. But they were guys that} perb. 
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You seem to keep crossing paths with Bobby Hamilton 
over the years, you came up against him in the league 
end in last year’s Grand Final, is it a friendly rivalry? 
| have a lot of respect for Bobby, he certainly knows the game, 
and we get on quite well together. We always have a beer and 
a talk about the game, and I think we both basically have the 
same ideas about the game and the way we want the game to 
progress and the way we want our teams to play. Our phi- 
josophies are very similar, and yes, I think we get on quite 
well 
So are there any memorable occasions you can remem- 
ber from your times at Lions? 
Well, [suppose winning the National League Cup-the Phillips 
Cup-in 1982, I think it was, or °83, against West Adelaide in 
Canberra. The finals then were all played in Canberra, it was 
meant to build into an event each year with the final being 
played in Canberra, but | think it only lasted a couple of years 
due to crowd problems, people getting there. But we took a 
jet down, our supporter’s came on the jet with us, and it was 
just a memorable day. That stood out. Also the players that 
Lions used to bring across as guest players, that made the 
season enjoyable as well. Players like 
George Best, Bob Latchford, Alan 
Sunderland, these types of players, 
these memories stick with me. 
Did they do some coaching as well 
whilst they were over here? 
No, those guys were actually pretty 
serious about it when they got here, 
they trained with the team. They did 
a bit of promotional stuff, TV and 
radio, but basically they trained with 
us all the time. They came for 6-10 
week spells and put 100% into the 
team, 
I suppose that would have been a 
big thrill in itself, just being on the 
same training pitch with some of these players? 
Yes, for us, stuck in Brisbane, we don’t get to see that every 
day, But certainly when you get these people in, the media 
gels involved, and there’s more hype around the place, and| 
that’s what soccer’s all about. It’s about hype and getting peo- 
ple involved and different people to the games, and having| 
these people here was the right vehicle for getting the mes- 
sage across to everybody. The games they played in, the cov- 
erage was tremendous, everybody was interested. 
Is ita disappointment to you that these crowds have dwin- 
dled in the last few years? 
As | said before, soccer is a game that can be made by the 
Spectators. They make the game. Providing the product’s right, 
the spectators will come, and if we can attract spectators to 
the game, we can only grow and grow. The problem is, soc- 
cer is i's own worst enemy in many ways-we don’t do enough 
fo promote the game, to get people to games, provide the 
fight conditions-there are many things we could do better. 


Apps. Goals 
2 0 


8 

13 
11 
15 
15 


John Ogden's NSL Record 
(all for Brisbane Lions) 
D.o.B. 


Were you still there when Lions and City were no longer 
in the NSL? 

Yes, | think we went out in °88, so I played a couple more 
seasons in the XXXX League with Lions. We won the 
League, | think, and the cup, and we played City a few 
times in the Finals. It always seemed to be us against City, 
so that rivalry carried on when we both were out of the 
NSL. 

Was it a disappointment that you weren't able to play 
at National League level? 

When they finally decided to pull out altogether, J think it 
was inevitable in the end. Both clubs were not attracting 
the crowds or having the success they had in the past. The 
glory days had gone, and when relegation was brought into 
the League, it became difficult to attract good players to 
Brisbane as well. There was a player drain away. We had 
the likes of Steve Jackson, Alan Hunter, Danny Wright, 
Jason Kearton, all these guys 
moving away, so Brisbane was 
becoming a development area, 
just for the Southern clubs to 
come and snatch players away. 
The money was there, the of- 
fers came in, and you couldn’t 
blame any of the guys for mov- 
ing south. If you wanted to 
progress into the national 
team, you just had to be play- 
ing in Sydney or Melboume. 
ft was very, very difficult to get 
into the national team, and still 
is, playing in Brisbane. 

So then you played a couple 
of years in the XXXX League; do you think the stand- 
ard dropped down a level? 

Yes, there is no getting away from it, there is a big differ- 
ence between XXXX League and the National League. 
Given the time to assimilate, a lot of these players would 
make the grade, but the difference at the moment is vast. 
So how did you get into coaching-was this something 
you always wanted to do when you realised you were 
coming to the end of your career? 

Well, it had been something I’d wanted to do, probably 
from my early days as a player. 1 was thinking far ahead, to 
what might happen in the future, when my playing days 
eventually finished. So round about 1983-84 | did my level 
1,2 and 3 coaching course, just to get it under my belt. 1 
did that with Bruce Stowell, who was taking it at the time, 
along with Alan Niven and a few of the other guys. We 
went along and spent a couple of months, and then a year 
completing it, with a view to continuing in the game. 


13/09/59 
Year 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 22 

1988 26 

TOTAL 163 


Apps. Goals 
17 0 
14 
20 
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Do you see coaching here as being a long-term appoint. 
ment-has a plan been put in place to keep you here for 
a certain amount of time? 

Yes, the committee here have given me a free reign, so | 
And how have fou found coaching, do you feel that you are] basically will make the decisions regarding playing. Away 
thinking differently about the game? from playing, certainly other people will be making the 
No, as a coach ! think as I did as a player, as to how | believe the| decisions. But regarding who plays at the club; what type 
game should be played. The good thing about this game is that] of football we play, what we are trying to achieve, will he 
we all have different ideas and opinions, and it doesn’t really| down to myself and my thoughts. So they are quite happy 
matter, but | do believe that for us to progress we must teach our] to let me go my way and take the direction I want to take, 
players the correct way to play. If they want to progress as players] and with the way we've been going, And I’m over the 
beyond the level we’re playing at the moment, then they must be! moon with some of the results and performances with such 
taught the right way-technically correct-and also have instilled) a very young team.- 

into them what it takes to play at a higher level, because I still] You told me at the start of the season that you had 
think at the moment that kids have no idea about how tough it is.| virtually a new team; is it a bit of a disappointmen, 
Once you really have to make it, they don’t realise how tough| that they all go elsewhere, maybe looking for bigger 
mentally you have to be, and physically-there’s a lot of aspects of] money? ; 

the game that we just have to work on with our players, and I) No, not at all. If I get eleven new players next year, well, 
don’t think we do enough. so be it. If they want to go then that’s up to them. I’m no} 
How do you find the standard of the players here at Taringa-| about keeping anybody here unless they want to be here. 
especially some of the younger ones? But there is no way in the world that Taringa will ever 
I think we’re coming on really well, over the three years I’ve been] offer the best money. There is no way in the world that we 
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coaching here we are changing our psyche and our way of think-| can offer the best money. But what we hope we can offer 


ing, about not only the XXXX League but about the way this} is a chance for ambitious young kids, who see a future 
club is going. We started last year with our 15 and 16-year-olds,| higher than XXXX League, to come, learn, get at leas} 
junior colts, putting them in a more professional mould, and that] this level under their belt, perform wel! at this level, and 
is where we will get the benefits from. We are hopefully going to} then take the next step. Now whether that next step be the 
bring them through from 14-15-16 with the correct attitude so} Strikers, or another National League club, or overseas, 
they don’t come to me when they are 17 and then we have to start} that’s what we're about. 

working with them. They are set in their way, they know what| You mentioned to me last year two lads who have now 
they want to be, they know what we require, what it takes to be-| taken that next step, Glen Kolpak and Danny Invin- 
come a top player. We now look at our 15-year-olds as potential] cible, do you still stay in touch with them? 

first team players, and if we don’t think they are, we’re not going} Yes, we played the Strikers at the weekend and I was talk- 


to waste four years at the club and then say, you can’t make it. Wel ing to Glen, he’s progressing very well. A couple of years ! 


will let them know at 15-16 that maybe it’s best to move on. back Glen was stuck at Grange Thistle and going nowhere, 
Do you have a Junior Director of Coaching, and do you all| he’s done exceptionally well since, worked very hard, and 
work together as a team? nothing beats hard work. If you are working so hard, you 
We had a Junior Director of Coaching last year, Barry Guyett,| deserve the rewards, and they will come. 
who has been my assistant this year. We don’t have one this year| Any young lads that you can give me names of for the 
because we didn’t feel we had the right person, and we weren’t] future? 
going to appoint one just for the sake of it. We feel that it’s very] Well, I still feel Des Hughes is very unlucky not to be in 
important that if we do appoint one, then it is the correct person. | the Strikers squad. I certainly rate him-I think if you talked 
Otherwise, we can’t achieve our aims, as he’ll be teaching the} to players who’ve played against him, he’ll have caused 
wrong things. So untess we get the right person, with the right] them problems. But there’s more than one fish in the ocean, 
philosophy, then we won’t have one. But from fifteen years old] if the Strikers aren’t interested, then we have other con- 
onwards, that’s when it comes into play. We make sure that what] tacts, I’m just a little bit disappointed that he hasn’t been 
is required in the first team at Taringa is required there. If you're] given a chance to train with them, because looking at whal 
’ doing it at fifteen, you'll come through, is the way we look at it.] they have, I would definitely have him in the squad. 
So it’s very, very important that I have a lot of interaction with] Are you disappointed that Taringa didn’t make the 
‘ our junior colts, colts and reserves, and our coaching staff get on four this year? 
‘ superbly well. We're all heading in the one direction. Winning] 1 suppose I was disappointed for the players. Personally | 
| the XXXX League is not the be-all and end-all of everything, we| wasn’t disappointed-I didn’t go home and cry or anything! 
{ don’t see it that way. We have different ideas, and we have a plan| It was disappointing because these young kids had put Us 
| about doing things the way we want to do it. And it’s probably a] in position to finish second in the league. With ten mitt 
little bit different to the way other clubs are doing it. utes to go against Rochedale, we had a penalty. If we score 
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ike penalty, we finish second. For them to have achieved that 
would have been remarkable-absolutely remarkable. Unfor- 
tunately, that’s football. They'll learn from that, they’ll come 
back better players, they’Il come back stronger. Eleven of the 
guys in the squad had never played XXXX League. They'll 
now have a taste for that, and next year they’ll come back 
even keener, They’re still very young, still only 16-17-18, 
and next year we'll look forward to building on what we’ve 
done this year. So I think it’s been a great season for us. We’ve 
had a long run in the cup, beaten some very good teams such 
as Rochedale, and all year we’ve competed well. We were in 
ihe top three all year, bar the last game. So that was alittle bit 
disappointing, but that’s the way it goes. 

Se what do you think of the standard of the XXXX League 
after it was re-vamped two years ago? 

We still have a hell of a long way to go, And it’s mainly down 
to poor playing surfaces. I never complain because our ground 
is the worst, but you can’t play on bad surfaces, nobody 
can.Unless we get good surfaces-and this is an issue at this 
club, a big issue-you can’t ask players to perform well, knock 
the ball around and keep possession. So what coaches do is 
say, we'll close them down, pressure them, stop them from 
playing, and it doesn’t encourage good football. And if we 
don’t encourage good football, then people won’t put their 
hand in their pocket and come and watch. I think there should 
be a ruling in the XXXX League that you don’t play on 
grounds if they’re not up toAl standard. A committee that 
says sorry, but you’re off to Perry Park, or wherever. You 
shouldn’t be allowed to play on a bad park. If we’re trying to 
produce good football, it’s got to be on a good ground. I don’t 
care if we lose 3-0 and put on a good show, I want to attract 
the guys who are going to pay $5 to come and watch, be- 
cause it’s pointless entertaining the committee and our wives 
and girlfriends. And until everyone takes that view, and we 
all start pulling together and say we have to produce better 
football-well, we're just kidding ourselves. 

Do you sce a bright future for the game here in Australia 
in general, with more of the Socceroos playing overseas 
and gaining more experience-what do you see happening 
in the next five years? 

If we continue on the improvement that we have-if you go 
back fifteen years and take the scale of improvement, it’s 
dramatic in world terms what we have achieved. And our 
strength is our juniors, as they now get the correct coaching, 
they get to go to the QAS, proper academies, good coaches. 
The problem is when we get a little bit further up, we must 
take care of what we do with them. We must take care we 
don’t get them to a point where they think they can achieve 
everything, and then end up dropping out. We must have some 
mechanism that keeps them in there-give them good facili- 
lies, give them good training gear. And keep the grounds in 
immaculate condition. 

Any truth in the rumour that you had been approached 
by the Strikers to be John Kosmina’s assistant? 


No, it was speculation. it was in the papers a couple of 
times. That job would be tremendous, as a learning curve 
for myself, and to then take that back into the XXXX 
League, | think that would be beneficial. And obviously 
1 do think I would have things to offer as well. But 1 
think John’s probably got a lot on his plate at the mo- 
ment, he’ll have every man and his dog giving him ad- 
vice. He’ll take his time, he’ll settle down into the job, 
then appoint the person he wants. If he wants one. 
How do you think John and the Strikers will go this 
year? 

I think he’ll do OK, he’s a legend in our game so he’ll 
have the respect of the players for a start. The National 
League is a tough league, make no mistake, over the 
course of the season he’ll have his problems injury wise. 
I think if he gets his best squad available they’ll do very 
well, the problems may occur when injuries and suspen- 
sions come in, as with most teams. But looking at the 
depth, compared to that of some of the southern teams, 
we may find it a little difficult. But it’s a good chance for 
these young fellow’s to step up and show what they can 
do. And at the end of the day, it all comes down to the 
players-it isn’t going to be about what John Kosmina 
does, it will be about what the players do. 

You mentioned that you'd played against them at the 
weekend; how did that go? 

We travelled to Maroochydore as part of their weekend 
of soccer. We lost 1-0 in a pretty entertaining game. It 
was difficult for the Strikers, they played the night be- 
fore against the Socceroos, and ] know what it’s like to 
play two games in a row. The second game is pretty dif- 
ficult to get motivated for. I think it was a training exer- 
cise more than anything else. But Taringa played very 
well, I was very proud of the way the boys played actu- 
ally. 

And you mentioned that you're training for the World 
Masters; tell us about that. 

Could have been a bad decision, (laughing) second run I 
pulled a hamstring! Myself and John Stewart have been 
invited to play in a team down on the Gold Coast for 
over-35’s or over-40’s, whatever we are (laughing) but 
we’re looking forward to that. I think it will be a bit of 
fun, a nice way of relaxing after the season. 

And the future in general-where do you see yourself 
in five or ten years-hopefully still involved in foot- 
ball? 

Well, as I said before, football is in the blood, and unless 
they drain the blood out of me, I’ll still be involved some- 
where. 


see 
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Translated by Ewen Anderson 
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Because of the failure by the Brisbane Strikers Soccer France *98 is already a thing of the dim L aw ~ and | love it | 

Club administration to sanction an official supporters | distant past. But let it not be said that The a 

club this season, the fans are taking it upon themselves | Farr Post rest on its laurels! Farr from it! by Ace Reporter, and football club owner, Reuban McDuck 

to organise their own. Yes, an unofficial one ! We are already planning our trip to the The France98 World Cup showed what a huge goldmine the game is these days, and when it 

A gtoup of supporters met on Wednesday, 30th 2002 World Cup finals which will be is rumoured that sick footballers can be made to “appear” in certain games, even when not 

September to discuss the idea, and it was agreed that aes reunes oasripie es (ie fit, it becomes patently obvious that the moneymen run the game — not the fans, anymore. 

something needs to be done. The football situation is nr Mian on bie STOUIS ule Sou So when I approached the South Farr Wanderers board with an offer to buy the club last 

: meee : ship building city of Ulsan set up an in- week, they nearly bit my hand off. Although not the $1.5 billion deal that d friend 
esperate here in Brisbane, and we need to organise terview with a local worker to give us the : y -9 Duhon deal that my good irien 


Rupert Murdoch bought Manchester United for, the $1,500 that I did pay brought huge 


ourselves, because the people paid to do so are failing | view of the man in the street. Unfortu- i 
smiles to the Wanderers board. 


us miserably. nately our Korean isn’t too much to crow 
Our means of communication will be via the pages of _ | about so we hope this is what he said! 
this publication The Farr Post, or via our web page at 
http:/Avww.sportsprint.com.au. 


There was a small matter of dealing with the unofficial Wanderers supporters club, led by 
“Football is not considered a national sport that renegade “Bushy” Brown, but they were swiftly dealt with — don't issue media passes, 


here in Korea. At matches on Saturdays there don't send them media releases, and feed them with disinformation. Easy ! 
is generally a very poor tum out. Baseball is : 


We urge everybody who cares about our game to either | much more popular here as it is in Japan, our ; a a 
contact us with your support or attend our first event, a | ©° host for the 2002 tournament. The Korean Although still an office junior at this ridiculous bush-paper, one day I will own it. So my 
quiz night, on Friday 30th October, 1998. It will be run mentality is to only switch to football when sporting media empire, although still in its infancy, has begun to grow. A newspaper, and a 


: . national pride is at stake. The World Cup, the ° ‘ , 
along the same lines as last years event, and the Strikers | Asian Cup and other major international tour- peopl club have put me into the same category as Murdoch, Berlusconi and Brusasco. 
Who needs the fans anyway ?", seems to be the quote on everybodys lips these days. 


players will have their own teams when their training —_| naments in which the national team is com- 


session has finished. peting - these attract everyone’s interest. 
. Seeeer : Not having won any trophies this season is just a minor hiccup in the scheme of things. We 
P 5 e are very realistic about the abilities of our have many plans to bring i jot : 
I E S C wig Ni ht fea. att dis whole -cund’ Weacceyt att yp g in a number of overseas players, and Luigi Lombardos recent trip 
Q. eM ete Wre O g ye aie a long way fenind the Butopean tonne to Europe has thrown up a number of possible candidates. We shall be looking at some of 
and the South American teams, but consider , these players in the near future with a view to offering them contracts for next season. 
Venue: The Centreline Club, Suncorp Stadium. __ | °t'Selves to be near the ne we eon a 
i ond Division’. (Interestingly and perhaps sig- A number of issues have rais ip 
Date: Friday, 30% October, 1998. nificantly, the Koreans put Japan ahead of Th hentai oF Heh vd ie eal heads, zou We Hed TO: HACE SS HEM cae : 
Time: 7pm (or come early to watch the Strikers _ | themselves, which rather surprised our man in ¢ poor showing of the irst grade side — they finished bottom of the W.A.N.Q.A. — is 
icon) Ulsan). obviously a concern, but the reserves reached their Grand Final, losing narrowly to Farr 
eee e. . United (they managed to spell it right this time). 
ost: per person. We understand that we are too far behind the The disharmony caused by Luigi : F 
Gc ede Boinie wane ena 5000 fice Gy ie HenicsAdiage i be Hl Ly 1 by Luigis brother Luca Lombardo taking over as first grade coach, 
: any true benefit in 2002. But at this stage itis JY ?S obviously a factor in the firsts doing so poorly, and the reserves doing so well. A 
during the day or bon@thehub.com.au via e- too early to decide whether the man in the street number of players made themselves “unavailable” for the firsts, and played reserves for the 
mail. will ignore the rational view and expect Korea second half of the season. Now where have I heard that before ? 
to win come what may in four years time. As the new owner of the club going into that reserve grade final, the disharmony created by 
There will be a full bar service, and nibblies will | ourman in Ulsan did finish by saying that the some players when our new signing Charles “Chooky” Mc Duck made his first appearance 
" be available during the course of the night. views expressed in this interview were given of the season will not be tolerated. Just because he happens to be my uncle should make no 
Teams should be organised into groups of no by a man that was ‘possibly too intelligent to difference. He is a classy player — even though he is in his late forties, and hasn’t kicked a 
reflect the average Korean view’. ball in seventeen years. This decision was made at board level, and should in no way be 


| more than 6 people. as 
peop seen as a pressured decision by the new owner. 


| 
: 


It’s surprising what a little power can do to a club. . . or even the owner of a club... 
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The Fourex Season Roundup by Paul Harley 


So another local season is over. By the time you read this, the only issue left to be settled in the local soccer calendar 
will be the Queensland Cup Final. Which !’ll miss, due to an unfortunate piece of scheduling-and bad memory-on my 
part. When the teams run out at Suncorp for the curtain-raiser to the opening NSL fixture, I’ll be boarding a jet in 
Sydney en route for a long overdue visit home. And what an intriguing opening fixture it is! I was spitting chips when 
I realised I'd miss Frankie’s first visit home to the scene of his finest hour, parading his new charges in front of his 
once adoring fans, What kind of welcome would they-and his former colleagues-give him? That would make an 
article in itself. ... 

But back to the local scene, and it barely seems like yesterday that we at TFP were ringing around the ten XXXX- 
League clubs, prying into the coaches hopes, dreams and ambitions for the 1998 season. So it seems an opportune 
moment to see how predictions compare to reality. 

Back in March as the season got underway, I think most people involved in the local game would have seen City as 

favourites to repeat last year’s success. Granted, they’d lost some important and experienced players, but they still 
boasted a wealth of NSL experience, further bolstered with the arrival of Danny Wright. 
If pushed, I believe most pundits would have gone for the regular “big guns” of Lions, Rochedale and Taringa to make 
up the four and contest the Finals. They had the runs on the board, despite Rochedale’s hiccup the previous season, 
and it was difficult to see who might challenge their supremacy. The three new arrivals-or new entities in Knights’ 
case-were really unknown quantities, and fans weren’t sure what to expect. They'd be up for the challenge with plenty 
to prove, no doubt, but would they have the depth or heart to maintain the effort over a full-and longer than usual- 
season? Could Bundaberg repeat the astounding success of their inaugural XXXX campaign? Having lost the nucleus 
of that side, that sadly seemed unlikely. Beenleigh looked to have recruited well, and with their own selection of ex- 
NSL stars in their line-up were many people’s tip as possible dark horses. Finally, Wynnum seemed set to do it tough 
again. Winning the Queensland Cup had rescued a difficult season last time out, but with little new blood on board, 
any improvement in League form or position looked unlikely. 

Brent Read was bold enough to lay odds on the runners in “Eye on Soccer” as they came under starters orders. 
Looking back on that now, he hasn’t done too badly. I still think a million-to-one was a bit rough on Mt. Gravatt, and 
there were a few times early on where he looked like he might be left with egg on his face. However, Beenleigh are the 
side who really let him down badly. 

As the season started, no one would have been too surprised at City making a bolt from the pack. Almost from day one 
they looked unstoppable, and it soon became a question of who would finish second. After some early jockeying for 
position, things looked to be going according to expectations, Lions and the two Rovers settled into the other three 
play-off positions, and looked set to stay there for the remainder of the season. Order varied from week to week, but 
as the other teams seemed unable to mount a serious and sustained challenge, the top four was already settled in most 
minds, mine included, as we approached mid-term. 

We'd reckoned without Ipswich Knights. And Kasey Wehrmann. Knights had settled almost unnoticed into fifth 
place by this time, and stubbornly remained there. For a while they appeared to be little more than nuisance value, too 
inconsistent to pose a major threat. Then coach Mike Mulvey pulled of the signing coup of the season. With the NSL 
campaign over, he acquired the services of Wehrmann from the Strikers. Only a short-term deal, it still proved an 
inspired move. Six wins on the trot saw them in second spot.On losing Wehrmann to international duty, they lost three 
in a row, slipping down the ladder as fast as they had risen. However they recovered, dug in, and by the last week of 
fixtures were still in with a shout of a finals place. 

City by now had long since wrapped up the premier- ship. And in one of life’s wonderful ironies, the fixtures compu- 
ter came up with a bumper last day. The four teams vying for three available places faced each other in a scenario 
which set the pulses racing. Lions were sure of a place in the four, even if they lost, but wanted the win to secure the 
coveted second place, and a double chance at the Grand Final. Any of the other three could still theoretically finish 
second; conversely, any of them could also miss out altogether. 

Knights duly rose to the occasion, with an excellent and by all accounts deserved victory over Lions at Bundamba. 
Second spot was therefore up for grabs at Taringa in the battle of the Rovers. If either team won, they’d clinch second; 
a draw would see Lions there on goal difference over Knights. It went down to the wire before Rochedale ran out 1- 
0 victors, but only after surviving a late penalty to the home side. 
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So despite being a permanent fixture in the top four from round 7 to round 26, Taringa missed out right at the 
death. Coach John Ogden remained philosophical, despite again falling at the final hurdle after last year’s 
disappointments. Rather than dwell on the last round defeat, he preferred to look on the positive side, praising 
his young and inexperienced team for their efforts over the season. To come so close to second place was, he 
believes, “remarkable” for a team with so many players still in their teens. Already he is looking forward to going 
at least one better next year. (See “Footballer in Another Life”, page &). 

And what of the five teams in the bottom half of the table? Four of them at least enjoyed brief moments of glory, 
and showed signs early on of making a fight of it. However the rigours of a three round season-insufficient squad 
depth, lack of fitness and/or experience, injuries, suspensions-took their toll A look at the stats for the third 
round of fixtures tells its own story (see below). By 


clubs in the top half, includ- 
Knights, confirms they were 
ever, a heavy defeat at 
shortly after by the depar- 
Faulkner and president Bill 
affect their confidence.and they struggled thereafter. 

Bundaberg, as expected, were unable to rise to the heights of last season. Although also enjoying some impres- 
sive victories, notably away at Taringa and home to Lions, the loss of so many stalwarts from last season proved 
too much to overcome. A glance through their team lists in “E on S” during the season suggests the reason for 
their inconsistent form, with an incredible turnover in playing staff. A look at the reserve grade ladder would 
also indicate problems with the depth of the squad. 

Wynnum, too, had their moments, with successive home wins over Lions and Rochedale followed by draws at 
Taringa and City. Outside of these four weeks, though, success stories were hard to find. There was no silver 
lining in the Queensland Cup this time either, their defence of the trophy ending in the third round at Bundaberg, 
So, bright spots for all of these four, but as the season wore on, these became fewer and further between, Unable 
to show the required consistency to mount a serious challenge, one by one they fell by the wayside, 

Which brings us to Beenleigh, and probably the less said, the better. A long, hard season which probably all at 
the club would rather forget. And yet it started promisingly, some impressive displays getting them to the final of 
the pre-season Silver Boot, where they only lost in sudden death extra time to host club Lions. They were tipped 
by many, including Brent Read, as a decent outside bet for a finals place. Once the season proper was under way, 
however, it was soon obvious that this optimism was misplaced. With Toowoomba looking a cert for a place in 
next season’s competition, the club’s very future in the XXXX League must now be in some doubt, 

So there you have it! Another season over, a new one to look forward to. I’ve seen some excellent and exciting 
games, and the odd stinker. What does next season hold in store? Who will be in the XXXX League, and will 
anyone be thrown out? How many teams will we have? What will happen at semi-pro level? Tune in to The Farr 
Post, February 1999 issue, for the answers to these and many more questions that we haven’t even thought of 
yet. So enjoy the Queensland Cup final, and my fearless tip from the comfort of my Alitalia seat-Bobby Hamil- 
ton to finally get the better of Miron Bleiberg at the fifth attempt. Scotland, here | come...... 


ing two wins over 
no easybeats. How- 
Wynnum, followed 
tures of coach Steve 
Holmes, seemed to 


then, some of them obviously —?P had little left to give, 
and would be glad when it was all over. 
The two new additions, Gold Rochedale Rovers 9 Coast City and Mt. 
Gravatt, did enough earlyon Brisbane Lions 9 to show they weren’t 
out of place atthis level. The }, risbane City 9 Coast, in fact, flirted 
briefly with the top four, an early home triumph 
over Lions an encouraging 9 sign in their debut 
season. 9 
Mt. Gravatt, while never in 9 finals contention, did 
enough early on to make a mockery of their mil- 
lion-to-one odds. Taking 9 points off four of the 

i) 

9 

9 


ne The Fourex Piay-offs by Paul Harley 


Brisbane Lions v. Rochedale Rovers 
Major Semi Final 
Sunday 13° September 


Brisbane Lions v. Ipswich Knights 
Knockout Semi Final 
Sunday 13th September 


In contrast to the earlier game, the major semi final had 
a host of talking points. These mainly centred around 
disputed refereeing decisions, which was a pity, as it 
masked the fact there was a lot of good football on 


Seven days previously in the final fixtures round, these two, 
teams produced four goals, drama and excitement. This, how: 
ever, was a dour, uninspiring struggle, with little action to in 
spire the fans. However, it did little to dampen the enthusi- 
asm of the Ipswich support. Camped behind the Lions goal, 
they kept up a non-stop crescendo (well, as much of a cre-+ 
scendo as two dozen people can make) of noise in a bid t 
inspire their favourites to victory. 

Lions started with Frank Mengotti and Warren Allen on th 
bench. Mengotti was soon into the fray, however, as Stevi 
Jackson picked up an injury very early on. Knights, too, wer 
forced into a change, Troy Mundy replacing Peter Vogler clos 
to half time. alty. Clayton Koch had a clear run on goal from half way, 
The only real chance of the first half fell to Lions Greg Di-| Duke blocking his path at the edge of the area. As Koch 
Losa, unmarked only six yards out, but he took far too long ,| tried to take the ball around him, Duke dived at his feet, 
and Knights keeper Barney Smith saved with his feet. Roy| coming up with the ball in his hands as Koch hit the 
Huth also came close with an 18-yard drive. deck, to find referee David Dwight pointing to the spot. 
Early in the second half, Knights first meaningful attempt on| City went berserk, Duke, Haddow and Mark Battistin 
goal saw John Clark’s effort go narrowly wide. For Lions, leading the protests, coach Bobby Hamilton fuming on 
Darren Hillier struck a 20-yard effort straight at Smith. Knights! the touchline. Haddow eventually got a yellow card for 
dominated late on, hoping to avoid extra time. Laurence Drakej overstepping the mark, before Koch calmly converted 
sent a spectacular diving header beyond the farr post, and late the penalty to give Rovers the lead. 

sub Wayne Adams saw a long-range effort go just wide. Right] Shortly after, Duke kept City in the game, reacting quickly 
at the death, Drake had an angled drive well saved by Lucas. | to block a point blank Pilic effort. A few mimutes later, 
The extra period saw almost as much action as the first 90] City equalised, again with a touch of controversy. A City 
minutes, both teams upping the tempo in a bid to grab the free kick was cleared to the edge of the penalty area, 
“golden goal”, and avoid the ordeal of penalty kicks. Both] where Battistin pounced. He seemed to use a hand to 
goalkeepers remained defiant, though; Smith made a flying] control it, before firing in a left foot drive. A slight de- 
fingertip save from a Di-Losa header, while Lucas again saved] flection left Elvis Guzic helpless as the ball trundled into 


well from Drake. : 
Knights came frustratingly close to sealing the tie in the sec] XXX Premier League 
Sunday, 13 September, 1998 


ond half of extra time. A long-range effort from Clint Sco 

looked harmless, but was intercepted by Drake. Right in fron : final 

of goal, with Lucas wrong-footed, he turned the ball goalwar ms ge i _ 

but hit the post, and his second attempt went wide. Right on| Brisbane City 

the final whistle, a point blank Huth header brought a fine] knockout semi-final 

reflex save from Smith to take the game to penalties, Brisbane Lions 0 Ipswich Knights 0 
{after extra time; Lions win 4-2 pens.) 

Sunday, 20 September, 1998 


Bennett and Scott Elliott out, Shane Haddow dropping 
back to replace Bennett in defence. 

Rovers were first to show, but Daniel Duke was down 
quickly to save from David Pilic. At the other end, 
Damon Tune and Chris Slater both mishit their shots 
when well placed. 

Rochedale opened the scoring with a controversial pen- 


1 Rochedale Rovers 2 


The Knights contingent on the hill tumed their attentions o 
Lucas, trying to psyche him out, However, he had the last laugh, 
two saves making him the hero of the hour. Lions scored all o 


. their first four attempts, for a 4-2 shoot-out victory, allowing) pyejiminary final 
. them to fight another day. . : : ' 
Knights’ season was over, but they had the consolation of mak: Brisbane City 1 Brisbane Lions 2 
: ing the finals at the first attempt as a new club. Most at Knights, Saturday, 26 September, 1998 
, I think, would have considered this a success at the start of the! Grand Final 
; season. Yellow cards went to Craig Rogers, Darren Sime (bott Rochedale Rovers 0 Brisbane Lions 1 


Lions) and Ken Caldwell (Knights) 


show. City had Danny Wright on the bench, with Mark 
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ihe net. Rovers pursued the referee, but the goal stood. 
rhankdfully, there was no disputing the decisive goal, which 
was worthy of winning any game. Ross Davidson crossed 
under pressure from the left, and Michael Lane rose to 
send a powerful 16-yard header looping over Duke’s de- 
spairing dive into the net. Rovers could have sealed it just 
before the break, Duke diving to his right to bring off an- 
other fine save from a Bradley Ditton long-range effort. 
Into the second half, and City had an early chance to equal- 
ise, Mark Dessi’s powerful eight yard shot well saved by 
Guzic. Then, almost a case of déja vu; a Damian Harris 
clearance upfield giving Koch another run on goal, chased 
by Damon Voss. Inside the penalty area, as Duke advanced, 
Koch went down as Voss challenged. This time, referee 
Dwight waved play on, as Duke gathered the ball. How- 
ever Koch leapt to his feet in rage, and floored Duke with 
a forearm smash. Not surprisingly, he immediately saw 
red again, as Dwight sent him off. 

City tried to take immediate advantage, but Guzic made a 
fine save from Tune’s long range drive. Tune was replaced 
by Wright, and he almost equalised, stealing in at the back, 
bui his header across goal bounced agonisingly wide of 
the farr post. 

That was as close as City came. Indeed, although a man 
down, Rovers looked more likely to extend their lead, Steve 
Fitzsimmons and Pilic both testing Duke. 

For Rovers, a deserved victory. Ditton (who received a 
yellow card), along with Alun Evans and Gary Brattan, 
had sewn up the midfield, never allowing City into their 
stride. There was a worry over Koch, who would miss the 
Grand Final, but they were there, with two weeks to pre- 
pare. City had looked unsteady at the back, missing the 
influence of Bennett. For them, it was back to the drawing 
board, and back to Perry Park a week later to face Lions in 
the Preliminary Final. 


Division 1 North 

Sunday, 13 September, 1998 

major semi-final 

Eastern Suburbs 0 Albany Creek 0 
(after extra time; Albany Creek win 6-5 pens) 
knockout semi-final 

Pine Rivers United 2 University of Qid. 1 
{after extra time) 


Sunday, 20 September, 1998 

preliminary final 

Albany Creek 1 Pine Rivers United 0 
(after extra time) 

Saturday, 26 September, 1998 

Grand Final 


Eastern Suburbs 0 Albany Creek 3 


Brisbane City v. Brisbane “ions 17 
Preliminary Final 
Sunday 20" September 


This was an intriguing clash between these two old 
rivals. Lions had the wood on City, inflicting their 
only two defeats in the regular season, the third game 
a no-score draw. Would Lions extend that run? Would 
City extract their revenge? It promised to be an 
entertaining game, and we weren’t disappointed. - 
Scott Elliott returned for City, but Mark Bennett was 
still out. For Lions, Steve Jackson had recovered from 
the previous week’s injury, but Warren Allen was back 
on the bench. 
City almost made the perfect start, Mark Battistin head- 
ing a Danny Wright cross off the post only a couple of 
minutes in. Back came Lions, Greg Di-Losa heading 
Darren Hillier’s left wing cross wide at the farr post. 
For a while, City dominated, with Lions keeper Jason 
Lucas kept busy. However, clear cut chances were rare, 
and Lions stood firm, despite adding to their own prob- 
lems as Steve Starr gifted the ball to Battistin, but Lucas 
dealt with Chris Slater’s header to bail him out. 
Slowly Lions stemmed the flow and fought back into 
the game. Di-Losa was still the main threat, latching 
onto a City slip to run in on goal, but Danie! Duke saved 
well at his feet. An excellent flowing move then opened 
the City defence, but Duke was quickly off his line to 
foil the danger. 
The half ended in unsavoury fashion, Slater going down 
in the Lions penalty area, holding his face, after a clash 
with Darren Sime. I only caught this from the corner of 
my eye, so can’t say exactly what happened. The match 
officials obviously saw even less, as no action was taken, 
but Slater was threatening retribution as he re-joined 
the fray. 


Division 1 South 

Sunday, 13 September, 1998 

major semi-final 

Toowoomba United 1 Rocklea United 0 
knockout semi-final 


Capalaba 1 Inala City 0 
Sunday, 20 September, 1898 

preliminary final 

Rocklea United 0 Capalaba 2 
Saturday, 26 September, 1998 

Grand Final 

Toowoomba United 2 Capalaba 1 


(after extra time) 


18 


XOOOC Reserves 

Sunday, 13 September, 1998 
major semi-final 
Brisbane Lions 
knockout semi-final 


0 Taringa Rovers 


Gold Coast City 3 Rochedale Rovers 
Sunday, 20 September, 1998 
preliminary final 


Brisbane Lions 0 Gold Coast City 
Sunday, 27 September, 1998 
Grand Final 


Taringa Rovers 0 Gold Coast City 


Div 1 North reserves 
Sunday, 13 September, 1998 
major semi-final 


University of Qld 2 Pine Rivers United 
knockout semi-final 
Grange Thistle 4 Eastern Suburbs 


Sunday, 20 September, 1998 
preliminary final 
University of Qld 
(after extra time) 
Sunday, 27 September, 1998 
Grand Final 

Pine Rivers United 2 University of Qld 
(after extra time) 


2 Grange Thistle 


Div 1 South reserves 

Sunday, 13 September, 1998 
major semi-final 

Toowoomba United 5 Olympic United 
knockout semi-final 

Capalaba 2 Souths United 
(after extra time; Souths win 3-4 pens) 
Sunday, 20 September, 1998 
.oreliminary final 

Jlympic United 0 Souths United 
‘Sunday, 27 September, 1998 
| Brand Final 

foowoomba United 1 Souths United 


{ 


1 


2 


2 
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4 


1 


3 


2 
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The Q.8.F. semi-finals series 


OOM Youth 
Sunday, 13 September, 1998 
major semi-final 
Brisbane Lions 
knockout semi-final 
Rochedale Rovers 0 Taringa Rovers 
Sunday, 20 September, 1998 
preliminary final 

Mt.Gravatt 2 Taringa Rovers 
Sunday, 27 September, 1998 
Grand Final 
Brisbane Lions 


5 Mt. Gravatt 


2 Taringa Rovers 


Div 1 North Youth 
Sunday, 13 September, 1998 
major semi-final 


Mitchelton 1 The Gap 
knockout semi-final 

University of Qld 3 Pine Rivers United 
Sunday, 20 September, 1998 
preliminary final 

Mitchelton 1 University of Qld 


Sunday, 27 September, 1998 
Grand Final 


The Gap 2 University of Qid 


Div 1 South Youth 

Sunday, 13 September, 1998 
major semi-final 

Toowoomba United 5 Capalaba 
knockout semi-final 

Souths United 3 Rocklea United 
Sunday, 20 September, 1998 
preliminary final 

Capalaba 2 Souths United 
Sunday, 27 September, 1998 
Grand Final 

Toowoomba United 1 Capalaba 


2 


Amateur Division 4 


Sunday, 23 August, 1998 
major SEM/-Ting) 


Annerley 3 North Pine 
knockout senij.jy)s) 

Redcliffe City 0 Brothers United 
Sunday, 30 Aypust, 1 998 
preliminary final 

North Pine 4 Brothers United 


Sunday, 6 September, 1998 
Grand Final 


Annerley 2 North Pine 


Amateur Division 1 Reserves 
Sunday, 23 August, 1998 


major semi-final” 


Margate 4 Southside Eagles 
knockout semi al 
North Pine 1 Annerley 


Sunday, 30 Ay yust, 1998 
preliminary final 

Margate 4 Annerley 
Sunday, 6 Seplember, 1998 
Grand Final 

Southside Eagles 1 Margate 

(after extra time Eagles win 4-3 pens.) 


Amateur Division 2 
Sunday, 23 August, 1998 
major semi-final 


Ipswich City 1 Samford 
knockout sembfival 
Pine Hills 3 Jimboomba 


(after extra time) 

Sunday, 30 August, 198 
preliminary final 

Samford 0 Pine Hills 
Sunday, 6 Sepiember, 1998 
Grand Final 


Ipswich City 0 Pine Hills 
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The Fourex Piay-offs continued | !9 


Immediately after the re-start, Mark Jenkins seemed to impede Hillier in the City area, but 
nothing was given. Lions took the lead four minutes later-from a City comer! Lucas claimed 
it under pressure from Slater, and immediately set up a counter attack which Lions played 
to perfection. Starr broke away down the left, sending over a low cross-cum-shot for Di- 
Losa to slide in and convert at the back post. 

City were in shock, allowing Frank Mengotti through on Duke a minute later, but his chip 
over the ‘keeper was narrowly wide. Wayne Strange then gave the ball away to Di-Losa, 
but yet again, Duke rescued his side with an excellent diving save. He then held an at- 
tempted chip from Hillier, before a mistake at the other end gave Slater a chance, but his 
shot went straight to Lucas. 

This fired City up, and they came close three times in as many minutes. A left wing cross 
from Wright flew across goal; Jenkins set up substitute Damon Tune for a powerful header, 
well held by Lucas; and Jenkins again, crossing for Shane Haddow right in front of goal, 
but he shot over the top. 

When a goal did come, it was at the other end. City had trouble clearing their lines, and as 
the ball dropped towards the penalty spot, Rogers was first to react, his fierce volley leav- 
ing Duke helpless as it flew high into the net. 

A difficult position for City became seemingly hopeless three minutes later. Presumably in 
revenge, Slater took an off-the-ball kick at Sime, and with referee John Peacock only three 
metres away, was inevitably sent off. He may be regretting his actions now, as ten minutes 
after his departure, City pulled one back. A long throw from sub. Angelo Cootes found 
Haddow unmarked, and he headed over Lucas into the net. 

It was too little, too late, ten man City unable to respond and push for an equaliser. Lions 
had trumped them again, and could look forward to the big one. City retired to lick their 
wounds, unable to maintain the momentum after dominating the season. Despite having 
won the Minor Premiership, they may be feeling that the job was only half done, and will 
be hoping for the chance to make amends in the Queensland Cup. A City v. Lions final at 
Suncorp? A mouth-watering prospect-for those of us who can be there..... 

Yellow cards to Battistin and Damian Waugh (both City) 


Rochedale Rovers v Brisbane Lions 
Grand Final 


Saturday 26" September 


So after much blood, sweat and tears, two of Queensland soccer’s heavyweights met in the 
climax to the 1998 XXXX League. The first League clash between the two was a five goal 
thriller, and we hoped for more of the same. We got it, too; only one goal this time, but an 
absolute crackerjack of a match. 

With Clayton Koch suspended and Glen Kolpak on Strikers duty, it was down to Matt 
Olley and David Pilic to carry the threat for Rochedale. Lions lined up with Warren Allen 
back in the starting eleven. 

Rovers were first to threaten, an Alun Evans free kick tipped around the post by Jason 
Lucas. A minute later, Pilic beat three men, but his weak shot was easy for Lucas. Lions 
responded, a corner causing panic in Rovers goalmouth. Goalkeeper Elvis Guzic reacted 
well to save right on the line, referee Mark Shield well placed to rule that it hadn’t gone 
over. 

It was fast and furious, end-to-end stuff, but with both defences in form, neither side came 
close again until five minutes from the break, Lions going within inches of the lead with 
the best chance of the half. Steve Starr sprung the offside trap down the right, laid it off to 
Mengotti, who cut it back into the path of Allen, however his fierce drive rattled the cross 


Amateur Division 2 Reserves 
Sunday, 23 August, 1998 


major semi-final 

Bethania 4 Samford 
knockout semi-final 

Pine Hills Q Park Ridge 
Sunday, 30 August, 1998 
preliminary final 

Samford 2 Park Ridge 


(after extra time) 
Sunday, 6 September, 1998 
Grand Final 


Bethania 2 Samford 


Amateur Division 3 
Sunday, 23 August, 1998 


major semi-final 

Annerley 2 Logan City Kings 
knockout semi-final 

Mooroondu 3 Moggill 

Sunday, 30 August, 1998 
preliminary final 

Logan City Kings Mooroondu 


{no result available) 
| Sunday, 6 September, 1998 
| Grand Final 


| Annerley 3 Mooroondu 


Amateur Division 4 
Saturday, 22 August, 1998 
major semi-final 


Taringa Rovers 2 Capalaba 
knockout semi-final 

Ipswich Knights 3 Acacia Ridge 

* Saturday, 29 August, 1998 

‘ preliminary final 

; Capalaba 1. Ipswich Knights 


,| Sunday, 6 September, 1998 
|" Grand Final 


Taringa Rovers 0 Ipswich Knights 


ton] 
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bar and flew over. Just on the whistle, Rovers also went close, Steyu 
Fitzsimmons with a right foot angled shot that Lucas did well ig 
parry. 

The second half saw Lions gradually gain control. Aflen’s powerfy| 
6-yard angled effort brought an excellent save from Guzic, and a fey 
minutes later, he headed wide of the farr post from point blank range 
A slip in Rovers defence gave Craig Rogers a 20-yard crack at goal, 
which Guzic again was equal to. 

Rovers were toiling, but an ambitious 30-yard drive from Pilic was 
impressively saved by Lucas. Lions responded in kind through 
Michael Brockwell, (who had just replaced Allen) but Guzic again 
performed heroics with a spectacular flying save. 

He was powerless a minute later, though, as Lions finally broke the 
deadlock. A Lions player was fouled in midfield, but Shield allowed 
the advantage, With Rovers seemingly expecting the whistle, Dj- 
Losa sprinted through some static defending onto a through ball. 
Guzic did his best, quickly closing him down, but he calmly picked 
his spot and drove the ball beyond the keeper’s reach, leaving the 
Lions contingent ecstatic. 

Rochedale brought Joe Morris on for Olley, but there was no way 
back. Lions had done enough and played out time for their second 
Grand Final win in three years. 

Rovers would regret being without their two main strikers, but at 
least had the consolation of getting this far after missing out on the 
finals last year. For Lions, a deserved win, and more success for 
Miron Bleiberg’s unconventional methods. No doubt he is now plot- 
ting the downfall of Brisbane City-again. 

Yellow cards: Brad Ditton, Steve Fitzsimmons (Rovers); Cameron 
Watson, Darren Sime (Lions) 


A fitting way to bring the curtain down on the extended XXXX 
season. Both sets of supporters in the crowd of around 2,000 played 
their part in making the game a spectacle, keeping up a non-stop 
barrage of noise throughout to encourage their teams. They created a 
big-time feel to the occasion, an atmosphere I don’t remember expe- 
riencing before at a Grand Final. Surely a few more games like this 
will get some more bums on seats next season? I’d like to see that... 


Amateur Division 5 


Sunday, 23 August, 1998 
major semi-final 
Mt. Gravatt § Wynnum 2 


Saturday, 22 August, 1998 
knockout semi-final 


University of Qid. 1 Souths United 0 
Sunday, 30 August, 1998 

preliminary final 

Wynnum 1 University of Qld. 1 


(after extra time; Wynnum win 6-5 pens.) 
Sunday, 6 September, 1998 
Grand Final 


Mt. Gravatt QO Wynnum 2 
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Fantasy Football League 


21 


THE AUSTRALIAN 
Coe 


street-Australian. 


| A phone call from a friend (yes, | still have one or two) a couple of 
weeks ago alerted me to the new Fantasy Football competition 
starting in The Australian newspaper last month. The competition 
} has been a regular feature of English football for a few seasons 
| now, but it must have been a huge risk to bring it to this country, 
considering the impact of our game on the average Bruce-in-the- 


| For those of you unfamiliar with Fantasy Football, it is a game played over 


the telephone, whereby punters select their best eleven players from the 
English Premier league, keeping under a budget of $50 million. For the average gambling Aussie it 
should be a challenge very difficult to resist, regardless of their knowledge about the Premier League. 
For approximately $5 (in telephone charges), players can pick out a team of eleven Premier League 
players, and submit that team over the phone. Players are given points each week depending on 


their performance in the premiership. 


So there | was, sitting in front of my PC, with the Windows Calculator on the screen, trying to juggle 
a $50 million dollar budget between some of the best footballers in the world. 


Luckily it didn’t take me long to decide on my first eleven, and within a few minutes | had ‘phoned 
through my team, and been given my nine-digit PIN number in case | wanted to make “transfers” at 


a later date. 


Comparing notes with a friend the following day | realised how lucky | had been in taking such a 
short amount of time. He had spent three hours selecting a team, but couldn’t get under the $50 
million budget. When he finally did, whoops of joy soon subsided when he realised that he'd only 


picked ten players ! 


In conclusion this is yet another example of private enterprise putting money into the game (even 
though it is based around the English game), when these should be ideas coming from Soccer 


Australia. The total prize money is around $50,000 
— not to be snubbed in this day and age, but itis a 
positive sign for the round bail code. Okay, it is not 
money coming directly to our game, but itis a huge 
marketing operation for the code as a whole, and 
one not to be ignored. If it means more people 
watching football on Foxtel (the sponsor, | believe) 
then it can only be beneficial to football in this 
country. Maybe these people will see the value of 
our game, and encourage their kids to play, instead 
of other codes. 


For those of you interested in playing, weekly prizes 
of $1,000 are still up for grabs and can be earned 
by submitting your team as soon as possible. 
Thursdays The Australian newspaper will give you 
all the details. So look out for the South Farr 
Wanderers with Seaman, Lazarides and Owen 
leading the charge. (TM) 


Amateur Division 6 
Saturday, 22 August, 1998 
major semi-final 
Capalaba 

knockout semi-final 


0 University of Qld. 


Ipswich Knights 9 Taringa Rovers 
Saturday, 29 August, 1998 
preliminary final 

Capalaba 4 Ipswich Knights 


Sunday, 6 September, 1998 

Grand Final 

University of Qid. 2 Capalaba 

(after extra time; University win 3-2 pens.) 
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1 
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Strikers Pre-season News 


Not much news has been forthcoming from the Strikers camp so far this season. Maybe 


Kossie is playing his cards close to his chest, hoping to surprise the opposition come-kick-off 
on October 10th. 


Their trip around the Queensland countryside has been quite a succesful one so far with 
victories over country opposition in Toowoomba, Bundaberg and Maryborough. 

They beat Toowoomba 4-0 with goais from Reece Tollenaere (back from Newcastle), Wayne 
Knipe, Kasey Wehrman and Jeromy Harris. Up the coast they beat Bundaberg 3-0, and 
Hervey Bay/Maryborough 5-0. 


ES ANOWéHAB Te 
God THEM WEHRMAN 
JusTr Te 


GIVE. 
THERI A 


CHANCE. 


THE STRIKES 
HAD A WIN OVER 
THE SoOcceROos 


Closer to home they played two games in two days up at Maroochydore. On Saturday, 19th 
September they played against the Socceroos, warming up for the Oceania Nations Cup, 
which they won 1-0, thanks to an Andy Harper goal. The Strikers even gave up the services 
of Kasey Wehrman to the national team, and still came away with a result, Unfortunately 
Kewell, Bosnich etc. weren't on the park, or the other N.S.L. clubs would have certainly sat up 
and taken notice. On the Sunday (20th) they played Taringa Rovers, again winning 1-0. 


Back to local competition, and the Strikers beat Brisbane City 2-0, with Andy getting two more 


goals. Both goals were from the penalty spot, and it looks like Andy's form has taken a turn 
for the better at last - and about time too !!! 


rhe Farr Post \ 


This, we promise, is our last look at France98 (well, at least untilTF P25). First, Ewen Anderson 
looks at the Final lot of statistics offered by The Wall Street Journal from France98. 


in the ‘WorldTable’, France are now the Numero Uno country having won the thing and moved up 10 
slots. The other big mover was Croatia who jumped up 11 rungs to finish 4°. Down the ladder, Paraguay 
moved up 9 spots to 23" as did Nigeria who finished 21°. Scotland would have come 33" except there were 
only 32 teams competing so they were given 25" position, 

The Fair Play Award went to USA with 4 yellows and just 21 points per game. Brazil had 21.1 to finish 2 
followed by Saudi Arabia, England and Nigeria. The dirty buggers were Bulgaria (35 points per game), 
Japan (34.7), Cameroon (34), Tunisia (33.3) and Germany (33). (Points are 1 per foul, 5 per yellow, 10 per 
red). 

The goals were scored as follows: 

0-15 mins 24; 16-30 mins 20; 
46-60 mins 32; 61-75 mins 25; 
Stats by numbers! 

2 France with 7 wins and Belgium with 3 draws were the only 2 teams not to lose a game. (Italy and 
Netherlands came close only losing a game on penalties), 

6 Davor Suker was top scorer with 6 and earned the Golden Boot. 

8 The number of goals scored in injury time at the end of the game - including all Austria’s 3 goals! 
10 Brazil’s Taffarel had to pick the ball out of the net 10 times - the most by any ‘keeper. 

15 The number of goals scored by substitutes. 

17 The number of seconds it took Danish sub Ebbe Sand to score against Nigeria 

28 The number of headers scored during France *98 

33 Argentina’s Ortega was fouled 33 times in 5 games. Iran’s Daei was the worst culprit committing 
20 fouls in 3 games. 

171 ‘The total number of goals scored in the 64 games 

258 The number of yellows handed out (@ 4.03 per game) and 22 reds (@ 0.34 per game) 

684 The number of minutes played by the French ‘keeper, more than any other player in the tourna- 
ment. 

1884 The total number of shots at goal. 47% were on target and 9% ended up as goals. 

We could go on for ever. But we won't. Bring on South Korea and Japan in 2002! 


31-45 mins 25; 
76-90 mins 44, 


And finally (we hope), two pieces of World Cup trivia that caught TFP photographer Paul Harley's eye... 


Yes, I know the World Cup finished months ago, and many of us are completely “World Cupped out”, but I 
came across these two little gems recently and thought they were worth sharing with you. Plus, one of them 
gives us a laugh at England’s expense, and it was too much of a temptation. Not that I am biased...anyway, 
both of them concern the second round match between England and Argentina. On the morning of the match, 
Adidas took out full page adverts in English national newspapers featuring a close-up photo of David Beckham, 
with the words “After tonight, England v. Argentina will be remembered for what a player did with his feet”, 
plastered across his face. Prophetic, or what? Beckham, of course, went on to get himself sent off for his sly 
kick at Simeone. 

A tale with a happier ending from Poland. It seems the chief prosecutor of Skarzysko Kamienna in south 
central Poland was watching the game on TV. He planned to drive off in his car at full time, but was so 
euthralled by the contest that he decided to sit through extra time and penalties as well. This saved his life-his 
car blew up as he was watching the game. 
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24 Frank Haffey Interview-Part 2 
Last month we printed the first part of an interview Greg Stock 
conducted with former Celtic and Scotland goalkeeper, Frank Haffey. In the concluding 
part of the interview, Greg learns about Frank's other career, his retirement, and the day 
he met the world's best... 


I did about thirteen episodes and was doing some club work 
but never on a Saturday night as we played Sunday but 
always a Thursday and Friday. From then | made a commer. 
cial with Streets ice cream as a copper the very first time they 
brought out the paddle pops and went onto do fifteen 


You transferred to Hakoah at the end of the 1969 
season. Can you explain how that happened? 

There was one man - Frank Arok and J didn’t get on. He 
accused me of the greatest sin in goalkeeping, which ! 
didn’t do, and what I should have done was sue him at 
the time but you didn’t think of litigation in those days. 
But 1 should have done it. Anyway I went to a better 
team. St George were a great team and I take nothing 
away from them but it was Frank Arok that I had no 
time for at all when he accused me. What I should have 
done was sued him and then gone to the club he accused 
me of being involved with in the replay of a grand final. 
It was totally unbelievable but I never thought that. 


by the name of Peter Flanigan from the Flanigans of Peter, 
Paul Margaret (cabaret group). I even did the very first lotto 
with a very nice girl named Jazelle. It was good fun and good 
money, I could get $100 in two days. 


working a day job too? 

I was a warehouse manager with Kolotex hosiery in 
T guess that playing football would have been a more 
pressing commitment than civil actions. 

Yes that’s right. It was only Arok, and I have never had 
anytime for that man and I’ve never met him since 
thank goodness, And then I went to Hakoah as you say 
and I had a marvellous time there. They were a great 
teain with a beautiful club in Bondi as you would know. 
Great people like Willie Rutherford, a Scots boy. The 
only way you could catch him would be to take a 
photograph on a very bright day (laughing). The best 
thing was he was a Scotsman from Stirling and a 
professional runner. You get some players who are very 
fast but that’s all they can do, they don’t take the ball 
with them. But he was different. He played for Australia 
many times and had the nickname world cup Willie. He 
was a character and a great player. We had other players 
like Ray Baartz, Alan Marnoch and Johnny Watkiss. 


active and I still go for a jog and do a lot of walking and mog| 
people up here say I look forty (laughing). 


What forced the football retirement of Frank Haffey? 
There was no animosity with Hakoah. 1 was made an offer by 
Sutherland to be player coach and I took it. | was there two 
seasons and it was a great little club. They were great people, 
I then started coaching with Kuringai as a non playing coach 
and then to Manly Warringah in state league as assistant to 
Dez Marton who was previously a top goalscorer with St 
George. (He was) another Hungarian and | was his assistant 
for two years there. Then 1 decided to have a break because 


Left Sydney and came up to the Gold Coast. 


And never regretted it? 

Certainly not, perfect one day, better the next. 
Being with Hakoah, was that the best time you had 
at club level in Australia? 

In Australia, absolutely, 


Was there ever any endeavour to return to Scotland at 
any stage? 

No, never. When | realised its a lot warmer, cleaner and 
While as a player in Sydney you developed quite a clearer than the old country | thought this will do us. That's 
reputation as a cabaret singer and actor. How did it. 

that come about? What about these days? 

[met a guy named Chips Rafferty (the famous I was going to go in April but something came up and we 
Australian actor) many years ago in a pub and he didn’t. Maybe next year and if I go as we have planned again 
knocked over my beer. We got talking and he says what | it will be the first time [ have been home in over thirty-one 
are you doing out here, and I said playing soccer. He years. | went back in "68. 

said have you ever done any singing. I said yes, I’ve Will you be taking in a Celtic game while you're there? 
sung in the clubs back home and made a few records for | Of course. 

Celtic as you may know and so he put me ontoa fella | What does Frank Haffey have going at present? 

from Century castings and I was on “Spy Force’ with Lam semi-retired and | have my goalkeeping clinics up on the 
Jack Thompson which was Jack’s first foray into acting. | Gold Coast. I have got two or three schools, a couple of 


(commercials) or so. I was the copper and the thief was a felly 


So you were playing soccer, acting and training. Were you 


Leichhhardt. Training, playing and acting. I have always been 


my kids were up here (on the Gold Coast) and I said, lets 20, © 
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colleges and a few soccer teams on a Tuesday and 
Thursday night which keeps me busy. I have got a 
couple of young boys who ate going places. I give 
them my heart and soul and this is what I enjoy doing. 


Any names we should look out for in the future? 
[have a young fourteen year old named Mark Conrad 
who is playing regularly against twenty and twenty 
one year old men. He is a young man who is going 
places. In fact he is off to Germany this year at 
fourteen to a professional club for trials as his 
grandparents are German. He seems to be the keenest 
(goalkeeper I have had). 


What do you think of the current standard of 
Austrslian goalkeepers and how do you rate them? 
Bosnich, | am a bit worried about him. He seems to 
lose concentration, though I haven’t watched him 
every week, I have seen quite a bit. He is a good 
goalkeeper, don’t get me wrong, but [ think he could 
be a lot better. His temperament is not quite right. 
That thing he did with the Tottenham fans to me 
lowered goalkeeping in my eyes. Imagine an outfield 
player doing that, but as a goalkeeper we are different. 
Schwarzer-I watched him lose two (goals) yesterday 
on a replay on Foxtel. | was quite surprised but we all 
make mistakes. 


Do you think it’s a problem that our best goalkeep- 
ers go overseas? 

The highest you can do here is play for Australia 
while the lowest you can do over in Europe is play for 
a club and earn more money and get better recognition 
in my opinion. Its great to play for your country and 
I'm not knocking that but if it were me and [ was a 
Bosnich or a Schwarzer I'd be quite happy to make a 
good living playing over there and play for Australia 
because you make a lot more over there than you do 
here. It’s not a matter of money but it helps.” 


There are some NSL clubs in Australia who don’t 
employ a goalkeeping coach. 

And that to me is absolutely crazy. I cannot believe it. 
| can tell a goalkeeper nine out of ten times where a 
ball is going to be kicked. I can prove that to every kid 
whether he is eight or twenty eight and it’s in my 
curnculum as a goalkeeping coach. It’s one of the 
greatest things | have ever learned. Its where the body 
goes and not about the foot. One of the tricks I learned 
through much hard work. I can tell nine out of ten 
limes and can you imagine what sort of asset that 
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would be to a big club here in Australia (laughing). The 
goalkeeper is the most important man on the field. If he 
makes one mistake it’s a goal, if he makes two mistakes its 
two goals and we could go on all night. 


Do you keep up with the matches in the U.K.? 
Oh yes I watched Celtic and Hearts the other day. 


Are you a Celtic fan these days? 

Yes, why not? I like to see them win but I am not glued to the 
set every game they play, I'd have to say that. Even before I 
joined them I saw Rangers more because | lived next door. 
My mum and dad wouldn’t let me travel to Parkhead 
because it was too far away from Ibrox. I had idols at 
Rangers. Bobby Brown was an idol and a great goalkeeper. 

A blond fella, and I thought he was the bee’s knees and I 
tried to model myself on him. It’s true-Bobby Brown, a great 
goalkeeper. 


Would Brown be the best goalkeeper Frank Haffey has 
seen? 

The second best after Yashin who I had the pleasure of 
meeting in Sydney. 


When he was touring Australia with Moscow Torpedo? 
Yes. They were training at Wentworth Park (Sydney) when I 
was with Hakoah. So I was watching them and was quite 
amazed. | watched him for three-quarters of an hour and he 
never caught a ball. He’d push them round the post or from 
ground level over the bar. He never caught a ball in three- 
quarters of an hour and I was astonished. I’ve got a 
photograph of him and I with Peter Fuzes who was my 
understudy at Hakoah for many years. It says Haffey 
welcoming the maestro and he was a maestro. His anticipa- 
tion was uncanny and he would be there for the ball. It 
reminds me of my little trick that I like to show my young 
goalkeepers where it’s going before it’s kicked. I wonder if 
he knew that it’s only when I think besides myself who can? 


Write to... 
The Farr Post 
PO Box 478 
Bulimba Qld 4171 
or Fax (07) 3899 0497 
or E-mail tfp@sportsprint.com.au 
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The Ancient Egyptians are renowned for their 
burial chambers with a broad square base 
and walls which taper off to a point at 
the top. We know this construction 

as The Pyramid. Egyptians buried. 

their Leaders in these construc- 

tions and with them their 

riches, to be forever forgot- 

ten until the tomb raiders yf 

discovered places like # 

the Valleys of the 

Kings and Queens 

in Luxor, Egypt. 

A Pyramid ¢ 

meant the end! 


Some years ago when the Bris- 

bane based QSF competition was going | 
through yet another restructure, I wrote to 

the QSF to suggest that they implement 

a structure based on a Pyramid. I’m 

glad I didn’t hold my breath wait- 

ing for an answer or feedback! So 

how does an ancient Egyptian construction fit into 
the game of football? 


English football was to some extent dying through a 
lack of formal structure which would enable clubs to 
develop and advance at the pace that they were able 
to afford and sustain both on and off the pitch. The 
top Non League clubs in the land were almost barred 
from gaining entrance to the Football League by the 
Old Boys Club voting system which usually re elected 
clubs even though they continually finished in the 
bottom four of division 4. It didn’t help that there 
could be half a dozen clubs all vying for the votes of 
Football League chairmen. This had the effect of 
splitting the Non League vote. There are exceptions. 
In recent times there has been the rise and rise of 
Wimbledon. Forget the fact that many don’t like 
Wimbledon. In most cases it is because as their club 
has stood still, Wimbledon has defied the odds and 
marched to the very top of the tree. You only have to 
ask any honest Burnley fan whose side was beaten at 
home in the FA Cup by Non League Wimbledon 


wen Anderson 


soine 24 years ago. They replaced Workington, a ely) 
that these days attracts crowds of 150 if they are lucky, 


With all the hit and miss at the end of season ele. 

tion vote, English football got its act together ay 
created a huge structure that can see clubs work 

their way from county leagues to the very 

. top of the Premier League. The fact tha; 
this may not happen in reality doesn, 

matter. It could happen though, 

This structure is called the 


Pyramid. 


At its broad base are 
i done all the many local 
APE Soe ina county and re. 
finalise gional 
leagues, 
: These 
tony of. : 
( a ten” 
ALAR ES he] 
2 
or 3 divisions themselves. Below them are usually un- 
official feeder leagues that are made up of village sides 
which may not have much more than a roped off pitch. 
Rising through the Pyramid, playing standards im- 
prove. Facilities also increase and the lure of the Foot- 
ball League awaits those ambitious enough to succeed, 


Forty years ago, the Football League had a regional- 
ised 3" division north and south. It was decided to 
create a 3" and 4" divisions from these two, 
Regionalisation reduces club’s travel expenses and cre- 
ates more local derbys. Whilst the clubs in the lower - 
reaches of the League have at times struggled finan- 
cially, those outside the League structure have got on 
with things. Around 20 years ago, the top semi profes- 
sional clubs from the Southern and Northern Premier 
Leagues formed what was regarded as the “5" Divi- 
sion”. The Alliance League became the first national 
Non League competition. A few short years earlier, 
the authorities had abolished amateur status. There were 
now technically only “players”. Some were paid and 
some were not, The top amateur leagues in the coun- 
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try such as the Isthmian in the south and the North- 
ern had the chance to compete on more level terms 
with the former semi professional leagues. The 
Isthmian took its chance whilst the Northern opted 
out of the new direction for many years. Whilst the 
Southern and Northern leagues had lost their best 
clubs to the Alliance, they stil! fell into line to start 
creating a structure for their clubs to progress up- 
wards. 


Three feeder leagues were designated and the 
Champion team of each league could be promoted 
to The Alliance at the end of each season. In cer- 
tain circumstances the runner-up could be pro- 
moted. To be promoted, the club had to have a 
ground that would fit in with the higher standard 
of league. Ground gradings became the norm. 
Floodlights had to have a certain lux rating, stands 
had to have seats. Financials were also tested, cov- 
ered terraces were required for spectators. There 
had to be a clubhouse, facilities for match officials 
and the press. These requirements became less de- 
manding as you went down The Pyramid, These 
feeder leagues then had their own lower divisions. 
They then formed relationships with leagues that 
were geographically in their area and created their 
own feeder leagues. And so the base of The Pyra- 
mid broadened and reached out to all levels of the 
game. 


Whilst The Pyramid is designed to allow clubs to 
move upwards at a suitable pace, it also sees clubs 
move down as their playing performance brings rel- 
egation. Sometimes a club can be saved from rel- 
egation if the team moving up to replace them 
doesn’t meet the ground and financial criteria. But 
usually an ambitious club will get it right very 
quickly whilst a club on the downward slide will 
find it hard to arrest the decline. As the years have 
gone by, gradings and other criteria have been regu- 
larly reviewed and this forces clubs to constantly 
maintain and improve their facilities. These days, 
even clubs gaining admission to The GMVC 
(known as “The Conference” and formally “The 
Alliance”) must have the ability to segregate home 
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and away supporters. Not because they are an un- 
ruly lot at this level, but simply to be prepared 
just in case! Stands must have perhaps a mini- 
mum of 600 plus seats. There has to be a separate 
entrance gate for visiting fans (often at a different 
end to the ground to home fans) when clubs are in 
The Conference and so it goes on. 


Sound financial structure is important. When clubs 
move up, they suddenly find that the wage bill 
can sky rocket, that travelling distances to games 
are far greater than experienced at local levels. 
Often a club will be held back for this reason. The 
fact that their on field performance is second to 
none, without the right financial management in 
place, they are likely to fold quickly. Maidstone 
United are a pretty good example of how quickly 
things can go sour, Promoted to the Football 
League as GMVC Champions, perhaps the writ- 
ing was well and truly on the wall when their 
ground was sold and they were forced to play all 
their home games at Dartford. So whilst the Foot- 
ball League might seem to be unfair (and at times 
they are) they have been bitten before and don’t 
wish to go down that path again. Bamet who fol- 
lowed Maidstone into the league were everyone’s 
success story at GMVC level. But through finan- 
cial mismanagement, they hit a huge brick wall, 
lost most of their players and nearly went to the 
wall. They survive, but without the glory of the 
early Nineties. 


Finally, as another example of a team that has gone 
up through the system, look at Welling United in 
SE London. They started life in local competition 
and are now in the GMVC. Chris Zorocich played 
a couple of games for them prior to rejoining the 
Strikers last year. The Pyramid does work and the 
game outside The Premier League and The Foot- 
ball League is very strong. It does after all cater 
for 95%+ of all players playing the game in Eng- 
land. 
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The story is the same 


by Tony Moran 


When Studs Up arrives in the Sports Print letter box 
every month (except in the winter, when stories 
become a bit thin on the ground) I always spend a 
good amount of time reading the absorbing articles 
found within its pages. Although there is always a 
slight Melbourne bias to it — and that is 
understandable, knowing that it is printed there — there 
are a number of many and varied articles to keep the 
intelligent football fan interested in the round ball 
game. The national soccer league may be in recess 
for a few months, but that doesn’t stop the amateur 
football writer coming up with the goods. 


So it was an article written by Perth Glory fan, and 
odd-times TFP contributor Searlais (pronounced 
“Sharlo”) Mullin that caught my eye in Issue number 
31 for June. Entitled “At A Reserve Near You...” it 
recounts a tale of a local WA State League match on 
a foul winter day on the west coast. 


“So what ?” | hear many of you shout, eagerly looking 
for telephones to call me up and give me a serve for 
talking about non-Queensland related football stuff. 


Well, it’s not the two teams that I’m interested in — 
Dianella White Eagles and Fremantle City — nor the 
scoreline, but the fact that Searlais’ story drew a 
number of parallels in my mind with our local fourex 
league. 


He starts off with this . . . “Another Ericsson Cup 
season comes to an end. Your team failed to reach 
the finals and it’s a whole five months before the next 
season begins.” Ring a few bells so far folks ? 


He continues . . . “There is the respite of the various 
televised football finals from around the world in May, 
and even a World Cup to enjoy, but no truly ‘live’ 
action. What is a football junkie to do ? 

“The answer is probably just around the corner at 
your local park.” 


Ahah .. . has Searlais stumbled upon a little known 
secret amongst the real football fans of this country ? 


If so, then he is doing a sterling job informing the 
fifteen thousand Glory fans who cannot seem to 
find any football over the winter months. Indeed 
by writing his article for SU, he is informing a whole 
nation of die-hards that there is indeed life (read 
football”) after the Ericsson Cup. Just look in your 
local paper. (Well, maybe not so, here in Queensland 
~ but that’s a different story). 


But let me continue drawing parallels... 
“Crowds in the top divisions of most state leagues 
rarely exceed four or five hundred.” I’m sure there 
are a couple of local fourex teams that would love 
to have that number regularly clicking through their 
“turnstiles”. 


Searlais’ description of the ground at the Dianella 
Reserve could so easily be found at a number of 
fourex and semi-pro clubs in Brisbane. “Although 
only ten or so kilometres from the city centre you’d 
think you were in the countryside.” Now where have 
I heard that before ? 


The matchday programme earns an observation too 
... “It is simply a folded piece of paper with the 
match details on the front”. At this level of football, 
I'd be surprised if they produced a full colour glossy 
with action photos, players pen-pictures and a 
telephone hot-lines for all the latest injury scares, 
wouldn’t you ? 


He then goes on to describe the history of the two 
opposing teams. “Dianella White Eagles are a 
Serbian Club” whilst, “the visitors, Fremantle City, 
have Portuguese origins”. Obviously the names 
have been changed to protect the innocent, or in 
this case to comply with the old Soccer Australia 
ruling from years ago. 


From the description of the game I pictured a clumsy 
affair. But that is down to Searlais’ writing style, 
and I suppose that any of us could pen an article in 
such a way that a football match could possibly be 
a scene from Bedknobs and Broomsticks, Just as | 
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was beginning to believe that our west coast 
cousins are subjected to players resembling Coco 
the Clown in shorts and sponsored shirts, Perth 
Glory’s Scott Halpin appears on the park to play 
the straight man, and normal service is resumed. 


To finish Searlais* writes “the standard of the state 
jeagues is not far below that of the Ericsson Cup 
__ and with admission at only $6, it’s surely worth 
a punt on a cold football-less winter weekend.” 


And in my mind never a truer word has been 
spoken. 


Many years ago whilst at college in England, an 
old football friend of mine, was worrying about 
the lack of football over the English summer (is 
that a contradiction in terms or what ?). At the 
time I was ready for a break, and for me cricket 
was an option, but for him he couldn’t wait until 
August came around, and dragging with it anew 
season. Here in Australia we are lucky that we 
can watch our game all year round if we want. 

My only question is, why are there not more 
people out there, thinking like Searlais and I ? 


A 
i 
Asia-Pacific 29 
Masters Games 
1998 


As John Ogden mentions in his interview, the 
Asia-Pacific Masters Games are being held on 
the Gold Coast from 31st October to 8th 
November. There are a multitude of sports 
being played, and football is one of them. 
Round Robin games will be played from 
Sunday the 1st to Friday the 6th of November, 
and the finals will be played on the Saturday 
(7th November). 


There will be three categories for players... 
Mens 35 years and over 

Mens 45 years and over 

Womens 30 years and over. 


The tournament will be held at Hunt Park, 
Musgrave Hill, which is the home of the locally 
based chapter of the Supa-Oldie Soccer 
competition. 


Check the website out at 
http:/Awww.mastersgames.com.au 


soccer Team Photographs 


We specialise in team photographs for junior and senior teams for 
soccer and other sperts. 


Contact... 
Park Road Prints, 
41 Park Road, Milton. 
Telephone 3367 1688 


Or after hours... 
Paul Harley, Photographer. 
Telephone 3857 2951 


_The 
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Letters to Che Editor 


This first offering appeared in the Sports Print mailbox last week, and raises some 
interesting points about the Strikers and Frankies departure to Marconi 


| made my first visit to the Striker’s internet site recently and found that it contained a lot of 
conjecture over reasons for the departure of Frank Farina, and confusion about the club's 
future. There are strong feelings out there about Farina’s departure. People can’t seem to 
understand why he left, and the lack of statements by both Farina and the club haven't helped, 


The only reason Farina stated publicly when he left had to do with alleged non-payment of fees _ 
and the need to look after his financial future. Excuse the pun, but | don’t buy that. I'd be 
surprised if he didn’t make enough money in Europe to be better off than most of us without 
needing the Strikers’ money. There must be other reasons. 


To my mind, it’s probably fairly simple. Frank Farina has always backed his ability as far as it 
will go. With his playing days numbered, and having returned to Australia, the only position he 
would logically covet in coaching is the Socceroos job. In fact, he has publicly stated his 
ambitions in this area. 


After he won the NSL grand final with Brisbane in 1997, even the dogs were barking that 
Farina would become the first Australian-born coach of the Socceroos. A season on, though, 
and Farina was in charge of a squad that finished twelfth in defence of its title, and looked 
uninspired in doing so. In the meantime, other coaches of his generation had arrived in a big 
way in the National League - the likes of Postecoglou, Mitchell and Krncevic, and suddenly the 
future didn't look so rosy for Frankie. He probably felt that another season of underachieve- 
ment could cut short his coaching stint with the Strikers, and place one or other of his rivals so 
far ahead of him in the queue for the Socceroo position that he might never recover. A look at 
his squad of mostly injury-prone or young players, and at his meagre budget, would have 
made alarm bells ring. 


Place yourself in Farina’s position. Here you are at season's end, with all these burning and 
endangered ambitions, staring down the barrel of failure. Then, like some sort of Messiah, 
along comes money-bags Labbozzetta of Marconi, armed not only with a fat cheque book but 
also with a squad which seems to be building Irresistably towards The Big One (similar, by the 
way, to the squad which Farina inherited at Brisbane in 1996). What would you do? Would you 
say “No way! I'll stay and take my chances with the Strikers” or would you say “You beauty! 
Thanks very much, Mr Labbozzetta. Socceroos here | come!”. We know which option he 
chose, and | can understand the reasons. He stayed loyal to Frank Farina. 


However, as one of those diehards who has shelled out his money to watch the team week in, 
week out, trying his darndest to drag his friends and family along through good times and bad, 
| have different loyalties and priorities. And from that standpoint | am not so understanding. 
One of the reasons for my support for the Strikers (and | suspect this goes for many other 
Strikers supporters) is that | see the Strikers as one of those clubs in Australia which are 
striving to achieve a fu forture Australian soccer well beyond its ridiculed past - a club with a 
vision of the National League as an exciting competition drawing five-figure crowds, generating 
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respect and interest from the media and appealing to all types of Australians. 


For a fleeting moment during the Striker’s finals run in 97 that vision became a reality. 
Brisbane showed the rest of the National League what the NSL could be if other clubs 
embrace the vision, and greater Australia, for once, sat up and took notice. | felt my 
aspirations and support were vindicated. 


Then, of course, we had last season. The squad spent more time in casualty waiting rooms 
than on the training paddock, results suffered, crowds dwindled, and the club’s precarious 
financial position came back to haunt it. In an attempt to put things on a secure footing, the 
Club announced plans to privatise. It was never going to be an easy task to persuade a 
corporate community which has always been cynical about Queensland soccer, to invest in 
the Club. And then in the midst of these efforts, Frank Farina, the club’s champion, its 
media figurehead and its most marketable figure, pulled the pin and looked for ail the world 
like a rat deserting a sinking ship. How difficult did it then become to sell the Club and its 
future to the corporate bigwigs of Queensland? To me, the disappointing thing about 
Farina’s departure was not so much that he left, but the timing of it. The Ciub was trying to 
recapitalize for the future, and Frank just wouldn't hang around long enough to help it finish 
the job (or else he believed it couldn't). 


And to top it all, the club he left us for is Marconi. | think most supporters who share my 
vision for Australian soccer would regard Marconi as being synonymous with everything 
which has held it back - a club which has consistently presented Australia with the image 
that soccer in this country is really a game primarily for the sons and daughters of Italian, 
or Greek or Croatian immigrants - with the result that the media and the vast majority of 
Australians have just turned away. | could have forgiven Farina if he had gone to a Perth 
Glory, or a Carlton, a Northern Spirit or a Wollongong, for example - clubs that are trying to 
grow the game. But in leaving Brisbane to go to Marconi | can’t help but feel that Farina 
sold out the dream, and in doing so he sold out supporters like me. 


And yet I don’t have a short memory. | know that Farina’s contribution to the Strikers and 
the game in Queensland was enormous during the time he was here. Like many others, | 
will never forget the Grand Final of’97 and | acknowledge Farina’s role in that achievement. 
| can only say that despite this, the timing of his departure and the identity of the club he 
has gone to have left me on a bit of a downer, with mixed feelings. | defend his right to 
make his own decisions, but ! think he made a shocker. Only time will tell. 


But | also feel | should say this - if we really want to point the finger of blame for the 
Strikers’ off-season financial difficulties, we have to look no further than the grandstands of 
Suncorp Stadium. 


Think back to the crowd at the '97 Grand Final, and reflect on the fact that about 30,000 of 
those good-time, so-called “proud Queenslanders” hardly, if ever, went back last season. 
They are the reason the club fell on hard times. Think of all those people who play soccer 
on the weekends, or who otheMlise take their sons and daughters along to play, whose 
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vision for the game extends no further than 
their suburban clubs, their backyards or 
their television sets, who are just so apa- 
thetic and blase about the future of the 
game in Queensland that they just can’t be 
bothered to get off their backsides, shell out 
a few bucks, and get along to watch the 


National League on anything like a regular 
basis. All those people, in other words, who 
are just too slack to attend anything other 
than the big occasion and who, in the 
meantime, leave the struggle to survive and 
prosper on the big stage to a small band of 
hardy souls with huge determination, thick 
skins and deep pockets. Those 30,000 or so 
are needed by the game at the National 
League, and they should hang their heads 
in shame. If they don’t change, there might 
not be any more big occaslons to attend. 


Finally, | also noticed at the Striker’s 
Website a disturbing trend to bag not only 
the club’s administrators but also the new 
coach, before he had even taken a training 
session. The Brisbane Lions (by which | 
mean the Aussie Rules club, not the soccer 
club), have recently proved the old adage 
that disunity is death. What the Strikers 
need now is for everyone associated with 
the club to be pulling in one direction - a 
positive one. That includes the supporters. 
Give Kossie a go! 


"Stevo" 
Redbank Plains 


FM 88 Springwood 
Howard Warren bringing you 
all the lecal and international 


soccer news 
11.30 am - 12 noon every 
Saturday. 
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Dear Ed ‘itter, 


Yeah, it’s me again - pretty cheesed off with 
the usual press that our game gets from the 
mainstream media. 


Paulo DiCanio rightly deserves four weeks, - 
at least, for his red card offence (kicking 
another player whilst the game has been 
stopped), but the consequent second offence 
should he get life ? 


There seemed to be shock - horror, even - at 
his misdemeanour on our pro-RL TV 
stations, but they weren’t matched by any 
similar shock or horror when clips of the 
all-in violent brawl at the RL reserve grade 
Grand Final last weekend (Eels v Dogs). 
Then it was “oh, boys will be boys”, “just a 
bit of a stoush between mates”. Yeah it 
certainly looked like it ! 


Every time I hear or see some trivial 
incident, involving high-profile players 
being given this sanctimonious treatment on 
our 3 TV stations (no cable here, yet), when 
everything fine is ignored, I do see red - not 
Anfield red either. 


Heysel, Bradford, Maradona, Cantona etc. 
all represent a double step backwards - just 
when we’ve taken three steps forward. A 
deliberate ploy ? What do you think ? 


Denigration is cheap, but from your point of 
view, is any publicity better than no public- 
ity ? Do we need publicity that badly ? I 
think not ! 


Joe Bloggs, 
Petrie 
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XXXX SOCCER 
* GRAND FINALS* 
TOMORROW! 
3pm - 5pm - 7pm 
Perry Park 
Mayne 


Ever thought of writing ? 


The Farr Post is always on the 
lookout for interesting articles 
and stories about our game - 
especially in Queensland and 
Australia. You don't have to be a 
Charles Dickens or Henry 
Lawson (but it does help) to 

write for this "tatty little rag" (as it 
was once described), so put pen 
to paper, finger to keyboard, or 
chisel to stone, and send us your 
Packed with information this form of advertising worst. i 
could just turn around the fortunes of our great game 


Dear sir, 


Who was the advertising genius who placed this 
advertisement in the Courier Mail on Friday 
September 25th ? 


Subscriptions 

To guarantee your copy of TFP during 
the winter season, why not subscribe 
to The Farr Post ? 

A twelve monthly subscription is a 


Just think about it... mystery games could be the way 
to go - you have no idea who is playing and you thought 
you saw Michael Owen in town just yesterday. Why 
hasn’t anyone else thought of this before ? What a bril- 


_ The Farr Post - For Australians who care about football 


liant idea! steal at $25, and (due to a number of 
requests) six months will cost you 
b $15. Fill in the form, and send it with 
Mike Parker a cheque to 
AUCHENFLOWER The Farr Post, PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, QLD 4171. 
a, ee on ee ae ee ON 
| Please send mea (12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. | 
7 Starting with issue number (The October issue is number 24). | 
| T enclose a cheque for. payable to "Sports Print”. | 
| | 
| Name | ! 
| Address Ly 
Suburb | 
State Post Code | 
| 


The Farr Post 


The Farr Post 
il llc SS a ee 


? CLASSIFIEDS 


The following clubs and organisations are supporting 
CLUBS | |The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 
nda md preted Eilat — On the net... 
ewmarket. Bo yy Tiamiiton 1S back on board ior * 
another season - can they do it again this year ? The Farr Post is on the 
Brisbane Lions - Lions Stadium, 133 Pine Road, internet. 
Richlands. New clubhouse now open ! Check us out at 
Pine Rivers - Wendy Allison Park, 188 http://www.sportsprint.com.au 
Samsonvale Road, Strathpine. Rivers need a 
succesful season to push for the Premiership. C uote of the Month | 
Rochedale Rovers - Underwood Park, Underwood | ,, : 
Road, Rochedale. Pokies, Keno .. .etc. There should be a certain standard 
FANZINES for pitches in the XXXX Premier 
oo League, and the Q.S.F. should say 
Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, clubs, that if they don't reach that 


Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at ‘ 4 
stadsupencenail enniKe standard then they must forfeit their 


SHOPS home games, and play at Perry 


Heaven help us 2f thie 
ie the futuse of 
football literature in 
Queensland f 


Park.” | 
Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers John Ogden, during our recent | 
Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, discussion with him about the 


Underwood Road, Rochedale. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 


7 whe = The Farr Post 
PO Box 478, 


Computer Systems and Software. 


E-mail: www.bunyip.net.au 4 
Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 Bulimba, 


Desktop Publishing, Web Page design. 
Contact Tony on 0411 367 357 or at QLD * 1 i 1 
ajm@sportsprint.com.au 
FM88 Radio - 11.30 to 12 noon every 

| Saturday moming, with Howard 

| Warten. 
FM101 Radio - 9.15 to 10 AM 
every Saturday morning, with 
Kieran Cooper. 
Photography - Paul Harley. 
Phone 3857 2951 or at 
paulh@sportsprint.com.au 


poor playing surfaces in the Pre- 
mier League 


ne’ wio0d'jUTLIdS}.1I0ds "MMM 


John Ogden peruses The Farr Post and faces up to a bit of reality. 


Free Car Stickers 1! 

We still have some of our free car stickers 
to give away. These were 
initially given away free 
with TFP 6, when we wenl 
to colour. If anybody wants 
one, send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to The "Sports Print", 

Farr Post, and we'll get one PO Box 478, Bulimba, 


out to you. Qld 4171. 


Next issue... 
Available at the Strikers home 
game against Carlton on 31st 
October, 1998. 

Including a look at the Oceania 
Nations Cup, special TFP inter- 
view, and the usual crap ! 


tpall's not a 
¢o? Matte, or 


Write to 
The Farr Pest at 


% 
Peg Pos; 


Qe, 
e 
*®portane than the* 


SUOT] SUeqSLIg - SIOUULM [EULY PUCID XXXX 8661 OU] 


) fo improve the quality of the local 


The S ary $903 f Semmes —— 
Number 25 
SSS EA SSS 
The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly | 


XXXX clubs prepare for 1999 


~ F i. 
<4 BRISBANF 


Above, action from the Brisbane City 
v Gold Coast City XXXX Premier 
League game, played earlier this 
year. The ten Premier League clubs 
are currently meeting to discuss how 


competition - see "A meeting of the Interview with Stewey Holmes 
pinds 2" on page 14. Strikers match reports 
The Oceania Nations Cup 
Spiritual soccer in the west 
What happens when you meet an idol or 
three... 
Ewen Andersons programme review 
Letters to the Editor 
..and more 


"Football's not a matter of life or 
death, it's much more important 
than that." 

The late, great Bill Shankly. 


